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F R I D A Y , S E P T E M B E R 27, 1907. 

ANNUAL MEETING AT BANFF. 

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field 
Club was held in the Reading-Boom of the 
Town and County Club, Banff, this even-
ing. Dr Milne, Aberdeen, late of King-
Edward, occupied the chair as President. 

N E W MEMBERS. 
Messrs James R . Barclay, John Donald, and 

James D. Paterson, Banff, were admitted mem-
bers of the Club, and Bailie Mitchell, Banff, 
was nominated for election. 

A P I L G R I M A G E TO ST WALLACH. 

Mr Wil l iam Barclay, Banff, read a paper 
entitled " A Pilgrimage to St Wallach, as 
follows: — 

By the waters of the Deveron we sat down, 
and—rested. No, we did not weep. There 
was no weeping in the whole programme of 
t h e day. Of resting there was much. For 
on this moist, misty morning, when the sun 
fought for mastery and at long length prevailed, 
we had padded it on foot all the way from 
Hunt ly t o pay our devoirs to the patron saint 
of Glass. But the length of the road was 
made short by its beauty. Up the whole way 
there was the little baby Deveron at our feet. 
Its babbling noise, as onward it ran to its grave 
in the sea, made pleasant music. Once we 
crossed it by a handsome iron bridge which 
was adorned, or otherwise than adorned if it 
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please you, with portentous notices about the 
Dogs Act and the protection, of wild birds, 
but falling under neither category onward we 
went until there was next crossed a bridge of 
stone and lime. I t spanned a burn of the 
tiniest kind. When the snows of winter are 
in these upland parts reduced to slush and 
water there may rush through it a rivulet 
of some little ambitions, but last Thursday a. fly 
crossing it would have done little more than 
wet its wings. This bridge, too, is put to 
utilitarian purposes, for, go over it to-morrow, 

and you will find on it a notice, framed with 
all the majesty which legal language can so forc-

ibly employ, embodying a warning to drivers of 
traction engines by no means to cross it unless 

with the consent of the authorities, and you 
will find, too, Acts of Parliament quoted under 

which no doubt are inflicted various pains and 
penalties that will be incurred by the trans-
gressor. But we are not a dog, we are not 
a wild bird, and certainly not a traction engine, 
and so we pass on through the most delightful 
of upland scenes, past the singing Deveron, 

and onward and upward into Glass. By the 
leisurely mode of progression followed, we have 

time to look about us, to hear, too, sounds that 
are ever attractive. You hear the lowing of 
cows, for it is near mid-day, and these gentle 
June spend an hour or two in the byre then. 

They are all black, and, if not 
black, they are at least "hummel," 
showing the prepotency of the native breed of 

Blackskins, whose patrons here include names 
that will ever be famous in the annals of the 
breed—such as those of Mr Geddes of Blair-
more Mr Bonnyman, his trusted manager, and 
Mr Duff, Hillockhead, the last named the 
breeder of one of the most famous animals 
of a breed the reputation of which has now 
thrown a girdle round the world. At a road-
side smithy there was to be heard the cheerful 
sound of the hammer on the sturdy anvil, and 
soon thereafter there was passed a field of 
waving grain in which the scythe was being 
used, and there might have been heard the 
jocose advice- of an elderly onlooker to " p u t 
the Blairgowrie into it ." All the way the 
telegraph wire guided us, and soon, all too 
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soon on a morning so pleasant, we had arrived 
in one of the distinctive portions of Glass, tha t 
is, t h a t pa r t of it that is identified1 with the efforts 
of the lata Mr 'Geddes. Mr Geddes loved his 
native par ish with an ardent love. Its very 
soil was t o him dear indeed. In tha t part 
of the parish where Glass joins hands with 
Mortlach, and far ther afield, are to be seen 
mater ia l evidences of the warm feelings he had 
for the ancient home of his family, for it is 
due in no small measure to him and t o his 
lavish expenditure that Glass presents such a 
p ic tu re as it does to-day of natural beauty 
and material prosperity. And having seen 
all that , having looked on all these beauties 
and all t he activities around, it is surely no 
wonder t ha t here by the waters of the Deveron 
we sat down, and—rested. In the process 
some thoughts recurred of this sequestered and 
beautiful s trath. 

The parish of Glass is now entirely in Aber-
deenshire, but before 1891 an area of nearly 
5000 of its acres was in the county of Banff, 
the rearrangement having been made by an 
Order of the Boundary Commissioners when 
county boundaries were rectified for local 
government purposes. Its name, say various 
authori t ies on the subject, is derived from the 
green appearance of its hills, and whether the 
derivation be wrong or right i t has at all events 
the advantage of appertaining to ancient use 
and wont. On all sides round is an amphi-
thea t r e of hills, making of the parish a world, 
little and fair, of its own. Those picturesque 
hills to the south which you are taught to call 
t he Gromacks separate it from Gartly and 

Rhyniei: other hills on the west separate it 
f rom Cabrach and Mortlach, in another direc-
tion is Botriphnie, in another Cairnie, and in 
yet another Huntly. Two of the aucht and 
for ty davochs of the lordship of Huntly were 
s i tuated in t he parish, but they were alienated 
by g i f t t o two meritorious vassals of the chief 
of the Gordon family: that of Asswanly to 
Calder af ter the battle of Brechin, and that 
of Cairnborrow to a Gordon who on that occa-
sion, or on some similar warlike expedition ac-
companied his chief with his seven sons, and 
when importuned by his noble leader to remain 
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at home himself on account of age, replied 
that he would " L e a d the whelps himsel', they 
would bite the be t te r . " To-day the chief heri-
tors of the par ish are Mr Geddes of Blairmore ; 
Mr Stevenson of Ca i rnbor row; Mr Grant of 
Beldorney; and M r Macpherson of Edinglassie. 
The Gordons have no more he re " the guidin' 
o ' t , " but more t h a n one of t h e m who were 
in the parish of old could " b i te ," for old people 
will still, around the fire, of a winter evening, 
recall the tale which the i r grand-
fathers told them of the dread wel-
come given by a Gordon of Edin-

glassie to a band of roving Highlanders, for 
he caught seven of them and hanged every one, 
and, according to popular story, an old t ree 
on which the re is manifest the burden of its 
years, marks the spot where shr i f t so short 
was meted out to them. They were buried at 

Chapel Hill, which is a t hand , and the grand-
father of a man still alive came at the spot 

upon buttons and human bones, so tha t tradi-
tion was in. this instance proved correct. All 
vestige has gone of the old buildings at Edin-
glassie, but there a re still the remains of the 
dovecot which was t o be found at every gentle-
man s seat, and there may still be traced the 
spacious garden, through the centre of which, 
perhaps, the little burn which is here may have 
flowed. In any case it requires l i t t le imagina-
tion to picture in the mind's eye how fair a 
scene might have been presented here in those 
days when a Jeddar t cast was found to be an 
effective and ready way of sett l ing old scores. 
Close at hand is Edinglassie Lodge, built by 
Mr Walker of Edinglassie, and now owned bv 
his nephew, Mr Macpherson. Large additions 
have recently been made to this beautiful man-
sion house, which is itself the central scene 
in a picture of great na tu ra l attractiveness. 
On t he other side are hills and woods, in the 
valley below is the Deveron, and u p and down 
the strath the eye rests on running water, green 
hillside, and graceful larches. 

All t ha t is on t he way to Walla kirk, the 
very name of which sounds sweetly to the ear . 
and at Walla kirk we reach the spot that is 
identified with the labours of the Saint to 

whom this day we have made pilgrimage. Tha t 
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suggests this other explanation, that the modern 
Glass includes within its area the ancient parish 
of Glass and the still more ancient parish of 
Dunmei th or Dummeith as it is indifferently 
called. The church of Dunmeith was dedi-
cated t o one who is called St Volocus or St 
Wallach. His name still lives through all the 
ages that have gone since his death, and at 
the modern Walla kirk we are a t his ancient 
shrine. And who was St Wallach? We do 
not know, but this is the legend preserved in 
the Breviary of Aberdeen—" More than 
400 years af ter our Lord had suf-
fered for us, while this one faith which the 
Roman Church preaches had not been received 
through all Scocia on account of the paucity 
of the teachers of the . said church: among 
these blessed Volocus the bishop a distingui-
shed confessor of Christ is said to have flour-
ished with remarkable miracles in the northern 
par t of t h a t country, and to have chosen for 
himself a place of dwelling among high rocks. 
Fo r having left his native land and his parents, 
a f t e r t ha t by divine aid, he had fully under-
stood the faith of Christ, on hearing that our 
Saviour Jesus Christ had suffered a most igno-
minious deàth for him and for other miserable 
sinners, and also that for our salvation and 
for the salvation of all men, coming down to 
ear th from t h e Fa ther , He had become subject 
to human laws, the blessed Volocus, following 
His steps as f a r as the frail ty of his nature 
allowed, voluntarily submitted himself to the 
greatest hunger, thirst, and cold tha t in this life 
h e might satisfy for his own sins and for those 
of others in his church. He preferred a poor 
house woven together of reeds and wattles to 
a royal palace. . . . At length in extreme 
old age, on t he 4th of the Kalends of February, 
with angels standing around, his soul passed 
away to Christ, and in 'his honour up to this 
t ime the parochial churches of Turneth and 
Logy in Mar are dedicated. In the popular 
rhyme we have this commemoration— 

Wal la fair in Logie Mar 
The thir t ie th day in Januar. 

Tumeth is, in the martyrology of Aberdeen, 
called Dummeth—Camerarius calls it Tunimeg. 
The old parish of Dunmeth is now included 
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in the parish of Glass. Camerarius places his. 
death in 733, and gives his mission at Candida 
Casa as well as in Balveny, St ra thdon, and 
Mar . " Then we go to another work, the 
Kalendars of Scottish Saints, by Alex. Penrose 
Forbes, D.C.L., Bishop of Brechin, and there 
we find it recorded that " The race he had 
to convert were fierce and untamed and void 
of decency and virtue. They had nei ther a l tar 
nor temple, and' believed not t ha t Christ had 
been born, and asserted tha t there was no such 
thing as eternal punishment. Miracles were 
not wanting t o assist him in converting these 
people to Christianity." Here , at all events, 
in the upland parish of Dunmeith, St Wallach 
settled. Selecting a picturesque spot on the 
bank of the Deveron, near where the Walla 
kirkyard now stands, h e there built a kind of 
wattled hut, and there he taught and preached 
and, according to t radi t ion , wrought the most 
marvellous cures. More extraordinary still is 
the fact that t he curative properties of the 
saint's well and bath continued' to be believed 

in almost down to the present day. The well 
is about two hundred yards below the old 
kirkyard. I t was frequented largely by people 
with sore eyes. There were two holes, be-
lieved to represent the eyes of a m a n ; they 
were about the size of a thimble, and those who 
went to the well to have the i r eyes cured left 
in the holes one or more pins, and an old 
gentleman with whom we spoke last week has 
himself seen these holes filled with such votive 
offerings, so that even in modern times the re 
has been faith in the efficacy of a visit to the 
shrine of St Wallach. The bath is a little 
distance u p the Deveron in the direction of 
Beldorney. I t consists of a cavity in the rock 
three or four feet deep, and is supplied by a 
small spring coming out of the brae about 
twenty yards above the bath, and the water 
trickles over the east end of the cavity, falling 
down the rock some four feet into the river. 
I t was famed for curing children who were not 
thriving, and Rev. Dr Duguid, who became 
parish schoolmaster of Glass in 1812, says that 
when he first went to the parish hundreds of 
children were dipped in it every year, a rag, 
an old shirt, or a bib from the child's body 
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being hung on a tree beside the bath or thrown 
into it. When the Deveron was in flood, it 
got into the ba th and swept all the offerings 
down to the sea. Tha t the water had cura-
tive and strengthening power may very well 
have been the case, for as it emerges from 
the cliff which gives it bir th its heavy impreg-
nat ion with iron is very manfest. 

E i g h t well did these pionoers of the Chris-
t ian fa i th know where to settle, and no Saint 
of ancient or modern times had surroundings 
more picturesque as those upon which the eyes 
of S t Wallach rested when he made his 
home by the upper waters of the Deveron. 
The river descends here in a series of minia-
ture waterfal ls so tha t it is never s i lent ; its 
gentle babblings fill the air with murmurs 
sweet and musical. Around are the hills of 
grass and heather and trees, down the smiling 
valley is the fair scene tha t opens up at Inver-
mark ie and Blairmore, while up the 6trath are 
the stately trees tha t surround the ancient 
castle of Beldorney. I t is a place of refresh-
ment , of beauty and quiet, and one is not sur-
prised t o learn tha t in this ancient burying 
place is found t he resort of very many in these 
pleasant Sunday afternoons that have been en-
joyed. In 1726 Macfarlane notes that " there 
is ane ruinous kirk called Wallach; some parts 
of t he wall do remain with the font. ' That 
church has now disappeared, but the ground 
around it is still used as a burying place. I t 
is now under t h e management of the Parish 
Council, and tha t body have in view various 
improvements upon it with the view of fur ther 
enhanc ing its great natural charm. Much of 
t h e history of the parish may be read in minia-
t u r e in the course of a morning spent within 
these walls. There, for instance, is a modest 
iron cross. I t bears no name, no date, 
nothing, but in tha t unnamed grave sleeps a 
hero, For t he cross marks the spot where rest 
t he remains of James Gauld', who in an epoch 
of t he Peninsular war swam the river Tagus, 
and brought back one of the boats which the 
enemy had left on the other side. A few minutes 
before we had passed Nether Dummeith, where 
stavs the nearest relative of the Peninsular 
soldier in the person of Mr George Gauld. 
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One of the most distinctive stones in the 
churchyard is tha t in memory of Lady Bridge, 
wife of Sir Frederick Bridge, M.V.O., organist 
in Westminster Abbey, who finds yearly a 
beautiful summer borne in Cairnborrow Lodge. 
Lady Bridge's remains are interred in Walla 
kirkyard, and in her memory Sir Frederick has 
also gifted a beautiful o r g a n to t he church of 
the parish. The stone is in the form of a tall 
Ionic cross, with many ornate symbols. On 
a stone of pryamidical shape overlooking the 
Deveron are inscriptions tha t tell in brief much 
of the recent past in the history of the parish. 
One is in memory of Rev. John Cruickshank 
minister of Glass, who died a t the manse 20th 
December 1841, in the 76th year of his age 
and the 43rd of his ministry. Of this John 
Cruickshank many quaint stories are told, 
among others the well-known one to the effect 
that at Glass market h e was not Rev. J o h n 

Cruickshank but only plain John Cruickshank, 
and in that capacity gave personal chastise-

ment to one who seemed to badly need it. 
When John Findlater was translated to Cair-
nie in 1799, he was succeeded in Glass by Mr 
Cruickshank, " a shrewd, friendly, and intelli-
gent man," wrote Dr H e w Scott, " o f pene-
t ra t ing and vigorous mind, well fitted for 
clerical business, which was called into full 
exercise by the painful and arduous collision 
between the ecclesiastical and civil courts dur-
ing his latter days." H e was the father of 
the Presbytery when the famous Marnoch case 
came before them in 1837, and to him the other 
members of t he Presbytery looked for direc-
t ion and advice. H e and six others of the 
Presbytery were deposed by the General 
Assembly in May 1841, and he died in t h e 
following December, thus not knowing the de-
liverance of the Assembly of May 1843, which 
found that the sentence of deposition had been 
passed by the General Assembly in excess of its 
jurisdiction, and was therefore null and void. 
Mr Cruickshank's daughter married his suc-
cessor, the Rev. William Duguid, a name that 
will for long be held in honour in t he parish 
and wherever erudition is held in value. Dr 
Duguid, as an inscription on the same stone 
tells us, died 29th August 1877, in the 83rd 
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year of his age and the 35th of his ministry-
H e was born at Woodhead, Fyvie, in 1794. H e 
received the elements of his education in the 
parish school of Fyvie, and entered King's 
College, Aberdeen, at the early age of thirteen. 
Passing through the regular curriculum, he was 
admitted schoolmaster of the parish of which 
he was afterwards to become minister. Af ter 
spending nine years in Glass, he left it for the 
Grammar School, Old Aberdeen, where he re-
mained for five years. In 1826 he was ap-
pointed rector and classical master of Elgin 
Academy. He spent sixteen years of his life 
in Elgin, greatly respected by the citizens, and 
raising t o a high standard1 the reputation of 
the institution of which he was- the head. In 
1842 he was presented to the parish of Glass 
in which he spent the remainder of his life. 
Short ly a f te r his settlement his Alma Mater 
conferred on him the degree of D.D. For 
nearly two years before his death Dr Duguid 
had been laid aside from duty, and he ob-
tained the services, as an assistant, of the 
Rev. Duncan Mearns Ross. That young clergy-
man, early won the regard of the parishioners, 
and shortly before Dr Duguid's death he was 
settled as his successor. From that day to 
this M r Ross has been the valued and esteemed 
minister of Glass, his riper years of devoted 
service only bringing out in a wa.y more than 
ever marked the love he won in the parish in 
his ear ly days. Dr Duguid's name occurs as 
the middle name of the late. Principal Sir 
Will iam D. Geddes, and Principal Geddes, we 
know, was all his days proud of the fact that 
the name of his old and esteemed master was 
par t of his own. Between Dr Duguid and his 
successor there were also feelings of intimate 
regard, Mr Ross testifying to the fact in the 
tablet which he has erected on the walls of 
the renewed and beautiful parish church to the 
memory of his predecessor. The fact is re-
markable enough to deserve notice, perhaps, 
t h a t since 1799, when Mr Cruickshank was 
inducted, the pastorate of the parish has been 
held by only other two—by Dr Duguid and Mr 
Ross. Mrs Duguid, as has been mentioned, 
was Charlotte, second daughter of Rev. John 
Cruickshank. H e r brother, James A. Cruick-

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



100 

shank, became minister of the neighbouring 
parish of Mortlach. H e was born in 1804. 
and after going through King's College, Aber-
deen, he was appointed schoolmaster of Mort-
lach. H e was ordained in 1836, and in t h e 
following year was admit ted assistant and suc-
cessor to Rev. Morris Forsyth, minister of 
Mortlach. H e became sole incumbent of the 
parish on Mr Forsyth's dea th in 1838, and he 
died 1st November 1885, in the 82nd year of 
his age and the 50th of his ministry. Thus 
are recalled some useful lives by this stone in 
the old kirkyard of Walla. 

One building or par t of a building there is 
in the churchyard. I t is more or less in 
ruins, and is covered with ivy. I t is believed 

to represent par t of t he vestry of the old 
church. In it a re buried the remains of mem-
bers of the family of Gordon of Wardhouse, 
to whom the estate of Beldorney formerly be-
longed. Just outside of these walls is a stone 

font par t of the furn i ture of the old church 
no doubt, and near it is the oldest stone in 

the place. It is in memory of a Duff, one 
ot the oldtest family names connected with the 
parish, others being, probably, Archibald and 

Gauld. A stone nea r the centre of the church-
yard is in memory of Mr W . J . Grant of Bel-
dorney, who died 29th J u n e 1869. Mr Grant 
succeeded t o the estate of Beldorney in 1838 
upon the death of his fa ther Major John Grant 
of Dawlish, Devon, who had succeeded his 
brother Sir William Grant , sometime M.P . for 
Shaftesbury, and latterly Master of the Rolls 
in England. Mr Grant ' s widbw is youngest 
daughter of the late Provost Carny, of Mac-
duff. And o n some of these stones may be 
traced some parts of the history of one of the 
most famous families which the parish ever 
produced—the Geddeses. You see a stone in 
memory of members of the family when they 
were at Eas t Braeton, and another records the 
death of John Geddes, farmer in East Bodylair. 
The career of a succeeding generation reads 
like a fairy tale. One of its members was 
William Duguid Geddes, who died Principal 
Sir William D. Geddes, M.A., LL.D.. D.Litt , 
and who after being engaged in educational 
effort in Banffshire and in Aberdeen was f rom 
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1855 to 1885 Professor of Greek, and from 1885. 
to his dea th in. 1900 Principal and Vice-Chan-
cellor in the University of Aberdeen. At the 
f a r m house of Invermarkie one may still see 
the small upper window from which night after 
n igh t light shone long af ter the stars had come 
out. I t was the fu tu re Principal at work on 
the Greek Grammar which will be enduring, 
evidence of his erudi t ion and powers of eluci-
dat ion. Then there was his brother Mr Alex-
ander Geddes, who went across the seas, be-
came connected with a great business under-
taking in Chicago, bought large parcels of the-
land of his nat ive parish, put out money upon 
i t in all directions, planting, draining, build-
ing, making of it indeed, at a large expendi-
ture, a model estate. The land which his 
forefa thers had tenanted and farmed he owned 
and improved, and to-day, if a monument be 
required t o Alexander Geddes and to the works, 
of improvement and amelioration which he 
carr ied ou t in his native glen, one may say 
of h im as it has been writ ten of another—" Si 
monumen tum requiris, circumspice." On the 
wal l facing Beldorney heights is a massive 
three-panelled entablature to the_ memory of 
Mr Geddes. W e give t he inscription which 
occupies the central panel : " Sacred to the-
memory of Alexander Geddes of Blairmore, 
and Chicago, U.S.A. Born 30th May 1843: 
d ied 2nd Ju ly 1902. Till the day break and 
t he shadows flee away." In the enclosure there 
is also a massive block, on pillars, the inscrip-
t ion on which tells its own ta le : " In grateful' 
remembrance of the late Alexander Geddes 
of Blairmore. Erected by the employes, 1902. 
I t is fitting tha t there should be just at hand 
a s tone in memory of Mr Alexander Bonny-
man , who acted as overseer t o Mr Geddes, 
was in everything his r ight hand man, and be-
tween whom there were feelings of lifelong 
at tachment . 

F rom Wal la kirkyard to Beldorney, by a 
footpa th by the banks of the Deveron, is the 
most pleasant of walks. The river comes 
rushing and gurgling over stones and over 
qui te a series of miniature waterfalls, in an 
a rea which, by the way, is of particular inte-
rest to geologists. At the " c a t ' s loup, the 
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agitation of the impetuous stream seems to 
reach its zenith, the white foam and the flying 
spray denoting the strength of the noisy" in-
fluences tha t are a t work. The river sides are 
clad' in f ragrant larches and firs, and vista af ter 
vista opens up, any one of which would make 
a photographic scene of great charm. The 
castle of Beldorney itself is of much interest. 
The towers have most of their ancient windows 
filled in, and t he date, 1621, appears on a par t 
of the massive and commanding building, and 
in the beautiful grounds are silver spruce, 
limes, mountain .ash, and copper beeches, all 
making del ightful this place of quiet and stately 
retreat. The ant iquarian might usefully em-
ploy an interesting hour in tracing around the 
castle what seem to be the remains of a moat . 
At certain par ts distinct traces of it can be 
seen. In residence at Beldorney Castle just 
now are Sir George and Lady Dallas. Sir 

George Dallas, who was born in 1842, is eldest 
of the second baronet, and of Frances, 

daughter of the first Baron Ellenborough. H e 
was late Chief Clerk a t the Foreign Office, 

Lady Dallas is daughter of the Rev. Canon 
Welby, Barrowby, Grantham. 

On returning by the highway from this 
pleasant little tour there is seen on the oppo-
site hillside tho United Free Church. I t sits 
cosily there to-day in the glowing sunshine, 
and makes a pretty fea ture in the landscape. 

Near Edinglassie Lodge it is seen that a game-
keeper's house, with kennels, &c., is being 
finished, and in various parts the fact is noted 
tha t preparations are being made for planting, 
which will still fur ther enhance the beauties 
of the parish. Then we come to the Markie 
Burn which divides Mortlach and Glass, and 
the counties also therefore of Banff and Aber-
deen. A t hand is a well of mineral water , 
in the middle of a plantation, the latter yet 
another illustration of Mr Geddes's foresight, 
and, as in duty bound, we taste the water, 
and can speak honestly of its refreshing quali-
ties. At this point there is a junction of 
three roads, and the veracious signpost gives 
these directions—Huntly 6 7/8|, Bridgend, Cab-
rach 6 7/8, Keith 8 5/8 miles. Near it is the hos-
pitable house of the schoolmaster, Mr David 
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Wood. For twenty-one years Mr Wood has 
t augh t here, always efficiently, always tact-
fully, always with kindness, for every bairn 
in t he parish has a smiling nod for him when 
they meet, and he for them has a familiar 
word or question. Mr Wood is more than 
schoolmaster. H e is the Inspector of Poor 
of the parish, and discharges with characteristic 
ability the duties of that position, and he is 
also clerk of the Kirk-Session, so that one can 
well understand how much occupied is his time,, 
and how useful is the place which he fills in 
t he public life and business of the parish. 
F r o m the schoolhouse t o the Parish Church 
is a short walk. The church itself is one of 
t he most beautiful edifices in the North of 
Scotland. I t was recently re-opened after en-
largement and redecoration, and it was then 
described in some detail, so we need only refer 
in a sentence to the beautiful pipe organ which 
has been gifted to the church by Sir Frederick 
Br idge to the glory of God and in memory of 
his wife, t o the most beautiful allegorical win-
dows in memory of Mr Alexander Geddes, " a 
t r ibu te of affection and regard from his Chicago 
friends,-" and to the chaste brass tablet in 
memory of Principal Geddes. Another tablet, 
erected by his wife and children., is in memory 
of Rev. John Cruickshank, while a third tablet 
is in memory of Rev. Dr Duguid, and was 
erected by the Doctor's dear friend and as-
sistant and af terwards successor, Rev. D. M. 
Ross. On it Dr Duguid is described as " an 
eminent classical scholar and teacher. A faith-
fu l and beloved pastor ." The appointments 
of the church a re in appropriate keeping with 
these beautiful memorials of the dead, so that 
a p re t t i e r parish church it would be hard to 
find. On such a possession—and it is entirely 
f r ee of debt—minister and people alike have 
to be very heart i ly congratulated. 

As the afternoon advances, only a few min-
utes can be spared in the churchyard, but that 
ma t t e r s t he less since it is infinitely less inte-
resting than tha t a t Walla , farther up the-
Deveron. One stone, however, we note which 
records the death on 7th September 1876 of 
Rev. J ames Macdonald, minister of the Free 
Church. Mr Macdonald was a native of Ross-
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shire. H e went to Glass in the year of the 
Disruption when there was nei ther manse nor 
church for minister or congregation. Shortly 
afterwards, however, a site was secured, and 
the present buildings were erected. He was 
succeeded by M r M'Aulay, who is thus only 
the second head of t he congregation since the 
events of 1843. Before his sett lement, Mr 
M'Aulay was for some time assistant to Rev. 
Dr Davidson, Aberdeen, and he was also 
librarian to t he Free Church College there. 
"The growing years he has spent in Glass have 
only cemented the many ties that bind him 
to his congregation. Another stone records 
the death of Mr Ar thur Stephen, son of Mr 
George Stephen, fa rmer in Braeton. Mr 
Stephen was twin-brother of the late Mr 
Stephen, Fordyce. H e was educated at Glass 
under Dr Duguid. In 1838 he was appointed 
schoolmaster of his native parish. As a teacher 
he was very successful, and not a few rose 
to high positions in life who began their studies 
under him. H e taught for the long period 
of thirty-nine years, resigning in 1877, when he 
was succeeded by his younger son. H e died 
in December of the following year. 

And so comes to an end' our P i lgr image to 
S t Wallach. W e have had a happy day of it in the 
sunlit hills and by the dancing waters of this 
beautiful upland parish. I t has a story to tell 
to each of us, and one way of telling it is by 
reference to the lives of some of the strong 
and good men it has produced. I t has been so 
attempted here. Of such men may t h e parish 
ever have a large representation. I t s prosper-
ity and comfort are then assured. 

On the motion of the President, Mr Barclay 
was thanked for his paper. 

F I N A N C E S . 

The Treasurer submitted the accounts of the 
Club for the past year. The year began with 
a balance on hand of £71 7s. 8d., and including 
forty-five subscriptions by members, and £90 
19s. subscribed for the acquisition of the col-
lection of the late Mr Pe te r Burnett , the total 
charge for the year amounted to £175 3s. 2d. 
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