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fectly sound at the root, the wood being of 
beautiful quality. I t has a straight, clean stem 
of 22 feet without a branch, and measures 
nearly nine feet in circumference at fou r feet 
from the ground. I t is very ra re that a Scotch 
fir of this size is come across, and I have never 
seen or heard of a larger one. By counting 
the annual rings or growths, I make the t ree 
to be from 115 to 150 years of age. The 
Meadow Head wood, where this t ree was 
grown, is about 100 acres in extent , and was 
until some forty years ago oomposed entirely 
of old firs of this class. At that t ime it was 
severely thinned, the old trees being lef t at 
distances of thir ty yards apart, when the whole 
ground was replanted with spruce a t about 
four feet apart. The monarch, which has just 
succumbed to the storm, was one of the stan-
dards left when the th inning took place." 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr Bell for 
his interesting communication. 

SIR JOHN B U R Y GORDON, F I F T H AND 
LAST BARONET OF P A R K . 

Thereafter there was read a pape r forwarded 
by Mr J . M. Bulloch, M.A., London, on Sir 
John Bury Gordon, fifth and last Baronet of 
Park, who was born a t Banff in 1781, and who 
raised the 30th Lancers (Gordon's Horse) in 
the Indian Army in 1826. The paper was as 
follows:— 

Banff had a famous son , whom, so far as I 
can discover, she has quite forgotten. At any 
rate, I do not find that any northern histories 
mention the fact that Sir J o h n Bury Gordon, 
5th and last Baronet of Park, who raised the 
"30th Lancers (Gordon's H o r s e ) " in 1826, was 
born in Banff (in 1781). 

The forgetfulness of Banff, however, is ex-
cusable, for it is only of recent years tha t Sir 
John's achievement has been recalled at all. 
The official regimental history, wri t ten about 
30 years ago, says that the regiment was raised 
by " Sir Barnet Gordon," the scribe (probably 
a native) having in the native way mistaken 
the word " B a r o n e t " for Sir John 's Christian: 
name, and it was only in 1903 tha t the regi-
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ment came to be known as Gordon's Horse. 
Again, two recent books of reference, Mr C. 
E . Buckland's " Dictionary of Indian Bio-
g r a p h y " and G. E. C.'s "Complete Baronet-
age," say that he was born in India. I t 
is t rue that in the absence of actual facts 
the evidence would suggest that he was born 
in India , but he, himself, states (in his return 
of services to the War Office in 1828) that he 
was born in Banff. 

Indeed, Sir John ' s whole career has been 
shrouded in obscurity. I t was a great achieve-
ment to raise a regiment of horse, and yet not 
a single book of reference, except those I have 
mentioned, and the official Indian Army List, 
mention the fact. Indeed the raising of the 
Gordon Highlanders has quite obsessed northern 
observers, and even then they go on repeating 
the legend of the Duchess's kiss without add-
ing any new data. 

The obscurity of Sir John, however, is not 
the mere forgetfulness of posterity, for during 
his l i fet ime he and his house had great diffi-
culty in obtaining recognition in the North. 
The fortunes of the family had practically 
ceased to be Scots at all after his grandfather, 
Sir Will iam Gordon's, attainder in 1745 for 
participation in the Rebellion. From that 
moment they became wanderers. The fourth 
baronet was even born abroad. The estate of 
P a r k had been passed over by Sir William 
for safety to his half-brother. Captain John 
Gordon, of the Marines, and the latter's nephew 
not only got P a r k but wrongfully assumed the 
baronetcy. Indeed, but for the fact that 
" Sir " John Gordon died without issue in 1804, 
Sir J o h n Bury Gordon and his father, Sir John 
James, might, never have been recognised at 
all. 

Happily, a spirit of inquiry is abroad, and 
Sir John is to get full recognition at last. The 
regiment itself is eager to know about its 
founder, the officer in command writing to 
me : — 

I am anxious t o have the regimental re-
cords amplified and written in a neat hand 
in a suitable book, after which they will be 
translated into the vernacular and used as a 
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s tandard reading-book in t he school to en-
courage espri t d e corps. 

I t would be difficult to find a m o r e excellent 
scheme, and so as a con t r ibu t ion to this school 
book I have pieced toge ther some of the notes 
which I have been accumula t i ng fo r several 
years. 

The Gordons of P a r k were descendants of 
the notorious Jock Gordon of Scurdargue , and 
cadets of t he l ine which set t led in Cai rnborrow. 
Their preoise descent will be unders tood at a 
glance by a t a b l e : — 

JOCK GORDON of Scurdargue. 

Gordon. 

James Gordon, I. of Cairnburrow. 
1 

George Gordon, II. of Cairnburrow. 
1 

John Gordon, III. of Cairnburrow. 
1 

John Gordon, IV. of Cairnburrow. 
1 Sir Adam Gordon, I. of Park. 

Sir John Gordon, 
II. of Park. 

Commanded a troop of horse. 

Captain Adam Gordon. 
Raised a troop of " licht 

horsemen." 

Sir John Gordon, 
II. of Park. 

Commanded a troop of horse. 

Captain Adam Gordon. 
Raised a troop of " licht 

horsemen." 

Sir John Gordon, 
II. of Park. 

Commanded a troop of horse. 

Captain Adam Gordon. 
Raised a troop of " licht 

horsemen." 

Sir John Gordon, 
1st Baronet of Park. 

Died 1713. 
Sir George Gordon 

of Edinglassie. 
Raised a troop of horse. 

Sir James Gordon, 2nd Baronet. 

Sir "William Gordon I 
of Park, ( 

3rd Baronet. 
Attainted 1745. 

Captain John 
Jordon, of the 

Marines 
Died 1781. 

James Gordon 
of Cobairdy. 

Jacobite rebel. 
| 

1 
Sir John James GordoN 
Killed at Bassein, 1780 

| 

"Sir" Ernest Gordon, 
VII. of Park. 

Assumed the baronetcy. | 
Sir John Bury Gordon. 
Raised Gordon's Horse 

1779-1835. 

"Sir " John Gordon, 
VIII of Park. 

Died 1804 
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The Cairnborrow Gordons threw out branches 
in many directions, being represented on the 
one side in Glenbucket, where they died out, 
however, before the famous Jacobite General 
John appeared; Farskarne, Carnousie, and 
many other places. 

For my present purpose it is enough to say 
that the Gordons of Park had a full share of 
the dash of the devil which has made the 
Gordons such excellent soldiers, and were 
specially connected with cavalry. Thus, Sir 
Adam Gordon's eldest son and successor, Sir 
John, had a troop of horse under the laird of 
Philorth, younger, in 1639, and his second son. 
Adam, took a prominent part in the famous 
vendetta waged by the Clan Gordon against 

Crichton, the Laird of Frendraught-, in 1634, 
and onwards, for the burning of Huntly's sou 
and Gordon of Rothiemay. This Adam 
Gordon, collecting the broken men of the dis-
trict, a rag-tag and bob-tail army, became a 
terror to the countryside as the " Chieftane of 
the licht horsemen, and gave the authorities 
a great deal of trouble. He ultimately seems 
to have gone to Germany, where there was 
plenty of more serious work to be done, and 
disappears from our ken. His nephew, Sir 
George of Edinglassie, a staunch Royalist, 
commanded in 1689 a company of horse under 
Lord Leven, and they dazzled the countryside 
by attending hie funeral obsequies in 
Ordiquhill. 

So the military bent was strong upon these 
Park Gordons, and it only needed such an 
explosive point as the Jacobite Rebellion to set 
it in dangerous motion. I shall, therefore, 
trace the career of the three last baronets of 
Park, ending with Sir John Bury Gordon, in 
whom the male line came to an end in 1835. 

S I R WILLIAM GORDON (DIED 1751). 
Sir William Gordon, the 3rd Baronet of 

Park, was the man who brought his family to 
disaster. The year 1745 was a memorable one 
for him, for he not only succeeded his father 
then, though he does not appear to have com-
pleted his title in the feudal manner by service 
and retour. but he joined the Jacobites. Up 
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to t h a t time his career h a d lain in the placid 
paths of county service : — 

1730.—Sir Will iam was made a Burgess of 
Banff (Cramond's " Annals of Banff "). 

1735, May 23.—Sir Wil l iam granted an in-
fef tment of annual rent t o J a m e s Milne, 
corresponding to the principal sum of £700, 
out of the lands of Tilliearnoch. When 
Milne demanded his money, Sir Will iam 
applied to his father-in-law, Lord Braco, who 
paid off the debt upon a conveyance of Sir 
William's bond and upon a new heri table 
bond of corroboration granted by Sir 
William, of date May 31, 1735, containing, a 
warrant for an in fe f tment of an annual rent 
corresponding to the principal sum of £850 
out of Tilliearnoch and certain o ther lands 
in full property ( " A c t s of Par l i ament , " 
April 18, 1716). 

1738, Oct. 23.—Sasine to Sir William in 
Brakanhills and Rothmakenzie. 

1742, June 1.—Sir Wil l iam was present at 
a meeting of the Banffshire Commissioners 

Supply (Grant 's " Banffshire R o a d s , - p. 
50). 

When the Jacobite Rebell ion broke out Sir 
William threw road-keeping to the winds and 
joined the Pre tender ' s standard, serving as 
Lieut.-Colonel of Lord Ogilvie's Regiment , ac-
companied apparently by his servants, John 
Elder and Alexander Wilson. H e is described 
("List of Rebels," p. 28) as having been " v e r y 
active in distressing t h e country by levying 
money and using very violent measures." A t 
the Jacobite trials at Southwark, a witness 
described him as having a sort of highland 
clothes," presumably a kilt. H e was officer for 
the day with the rebels a t Broughton-on-
Tweed (Nov. 4-5), and a t Erickstain, Braefoot , 
Nov. 5-6, 1745 ("Spa ld ing Club Miscellany," i.,292). 

Sir William fought at Culloden, and on April 
17, the day a f te r the battle, he wrote to his 
wife (Fraser 's " Chiefs of G r a n t " ) : — 

Dear Madam,—As you have heard of our 
misfortune in general, I have sent you this 
line to assure you tha t I am well, and most 
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e a r n e s t l y begs you' l take care of your health 
and my child 's . I wish you would go to your 
own house as soon as possible. You can get 
leave t h a t you may be brought to bed there , 
as the count ry you a re presently in [she was 
t h e n a pr i soner to the Duke of Cumberland 
at Inverness] will be nothing but a source of 
misery. W h e n I can get a sa fe opportunity 
you shal l hear f rom me. Till then, my 
deares t in l i fe , God bless you. Adieu. 

On his way home, the gossipy Chevalier d e 
J o h n s t o n e met Sir Wil l iam at the house of 
G r a n t of Roth iemurchus on the way home to 
P a r k , w h i t h e r the two set ou t together. At 
P a r k , Johns tone met, and was charmed with, 
S i r Wi l l i am ' s " cousin ge rman , " Mrs Menzies, 
" a most amiable lady, full of spi r i t and good 
sense ." H e s tayed only a d a y o r two, and 
t h o n wen t on t o the house of Provost Duff, of 
Banff . R e t u r n i n g to the " chateau of the 
cheva l ie r , " he "pas sed the night wi thout going 
to bed, in o rde r to converse with Mrs Menzies, 
no t w i thou t f e a r of a visit f rom some detach-
m e n t sent, in pursui t of the Chevalier." Next 
day he set off for the south, with a letter for 
Gordon of K i ld rummy, that is to say, Gordon 
of Wardhouse , " a re la t ion of Mrs Menzies. 

S i r Wi l l i am had a narrow escape of capture 
n e a r Cullen, as described by Lord Findlater , 
w h o wro te to the Lord Just ice Clerk on Nov. 
1, 1747 ( " A l b e m a r l e Pape r s , " p. 476): — 

Cap ta in Gordon, of General Blakney's 
R e g i m e n t , who commands in Bamff, wri tes 
m e t h a t on their road a well dressed man 
crossed t h e i r f ron t a t a quarter of a mile's 
d i s t ance in a h a r d gallop. Upon which the 
Cap ta in t hough t it necessary to send an 
officer t o examine him, which, when he per-
ceived, h e set. spurs to his horse, and then 
both t h e Capta in and the officer pursued him ; 
on which he drove through the boggs up 
a hi l l as fas t as he could, but the officers in 
pur su ing got t h e i r horses bogg'd and found 
themselves invironed with dykes and boggs 
so t h a t he fa i r ly made his escape through his 
be t t e r knowledge of the coun t ry ; and tha t 
upon the i r examining the countrypeople who 
saw him, they said it was Sir Will iam 
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Gordon of Park. Captain Gordon fu r ther 
adds tha t by the way he came it was imagined 
he had been drove from one of the houses 
searched by Captain "Wheelock, the com-
manding officer at Cuiten. 
Sir William was at tainted, but Playfai r , in 

his baronetage, says that the at tainder was 
afterwards reversed. " To save the estate, 
however, Sir William made it over to his half-
brother, Captain John Gordon, of the Marines, 
who contrived to keep possession of i t . " 

Sir William managed to escape abroad, and 
according to Burke's Peerage for 1832 took 
post under the Emperor of Germany, who 
allowed him and his hei rs " the rank of the 
first-class nobility in Hunga ry . " According to 
" Notes and Queries " (March 31, 1883), Gordon 
of Park and Coutts of Auchtercoull appear in 
the list of Hungarian nobles in 1790. 

He made an unsuccessful a t tempt to get back 
his estates, but the Court of Session decided, 
Nov. 16, 1750, that 

Sir William Gordon, the person attainted, 
being by the entail disabled f rom alienating 
the estate, charging the same with debts, or 
alienating the course of succession in preju-
dice of the claimant [his half-brother, Captain 
John Gordon, of the Marines], and of the 
other heirs of tailzie, or f rom otherwise hurt-
ing or impairing their r ights and title to the 
said estate af ter hie death, that therefore the 
estate and barony of Pa rk is by Sir Will iam's 
attainder forfeited t o the Crown only dur ing 
his life ; and find that t he said John Gordon, 
the claimant, hath right to the said estate 
and barony of Park a f te r the death of the 
said Sir William Gordon; and also find tha t 
the irritancy alleged t o have been incurred 
by Sir William Gordon not having been de-
clared or no advantage taken of it before the 
forfeiture, that the forfei ture cannot be over-
reached or excluded in pretence of t ha t irri-
tancy, and declare accordingly. 

This judgment was appealed f rom by both 
parties. The House of Lords (May 16. 1751), 
upheld the last clause of the interlocutor, and 
held that the at tainder was not only during 
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Sir William's life, but " so long as there shall 
be any issue male of his body which would be 
inheritable to the estate tailzie in case he had 
not been at tainted." 

Sir Will iam seems to have come home, for 
in a re turn (of 1752) of attainted Jacobites, 
" l a t e l y " in Scotland (Leeds' Papers, Hist. 
MSS. Com., p. 46), his name occurs as living 
in Banffshire, " and frequently at his house 
near Pa rk . " The " l a t e l y " must be inter-
preted widely, for Sir William died at Douai, 
J u n e 5, 1751 (Aberdeen University Library 
MS.). The "Gent leman's Magazine" says he 
died at Boulogne. , 

H e married in 1745 Janet Duff, second 
daughter of William, 1st Earl Fife. She is 
said in Temple's " F e r m a r t y n " (p. 223) to have 
eloped with him. After his death she married 
George Hay of Mountblairy, and died March 
3, 1758, aged 31 (Burke's Peerage). 

Sir Wil l iam had— 
1. Sir John James Gordon, 4th baronet. 
2. William Braco Gordon was born abroad, 

and was therefore an alien. He entered the 
52nd Regiment as ensign Jan. 21, 1769; and 
became lieutenant Feb. 15, 1773. He W in 
command of a recruiting party of the 52nd 
a t Banff in 1776 ("Aberdeen Journal, Sept: 
16, 1776). H e died Jan. 11, 1777. 

3. Jean Gordon was born at Rothiemay six 
weeks af ter Culloden (Fraser's " Chiefs of 
G r a n t " ) , and seems to have been the eldest 
of the family. By being born at home she 
saved her rights as heir of entail to Park. 
She married Colonel Duncan Urquhart of 
Birdsyards, and died in August 1767. she 
lef t a son, 

Robert Urquhart . Temple ("Fermartyn," 
p. 224) says that he married " beneath his 
rank, but left no issue." A document in 
the Advocates' Library, Aberdeen, dated 
1821, speaks of him as "now at Longtown 
in Northumberland," and as being married 
and " h a s issue." 
4. — Gordon, daughter, born at " D u i e " 

(Douai ?). She died young (Elphinstone Dal-
rymple MS. notes). 
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SIR JOHN JAMES GORDON (D. 1781). 

Sir John James Gordon was born abroad on 
March 26, 1749, dur ing his fa ther ' s exile. 

H e started life landless, for as soon as Sir 
William died, his half-brother. Captain John 
Gordon, of the Marines, raised another action 
laying claim to the estate of Park . The Court 
of Session decided Nov. 24, 1751, that 

Captain Gordon has no r ight to enter upon 
the possession of the estate during the natural 
life of the son of Sir Will iam ; and that the 
estate belonging to Sir William and his sons, 
being entirely forfei ted by Sir William's 
attainder, the af ter existence of a son or 
sons, though insisted on to be aliens, cannot 
cut off the Crown's rights, or make place for 
Captain Gordon so long as these sons live, 
who would have succeeded Sir William if he 
had not been a t t a in ted : therefore dismiss 
the petition and decerns. 

In the beginning of December a reclaiming 
petition was given in, but was refused, and 
the Court decided that ("Scots Magazine") :— 

I t cannot be said tha t the incapacity of Sir 
William's sons to inherit in Scotland is an 
effect of his a t ta inder : for that they are 
aliens by the common law of England and of 
Scotland, born natural subjects of the French 
king and outwith the liegeance of the King 
of Britain, and on that account incapable to 
inherit. 
Nor did Sir William's son get the baronetcy, 

for it was assumed by the child's first cousin, 
Ernest, the son of James Gordon of Cobairdy. 

There must, however, have been influence at 
the back of John James, for he got a com-
mission in the 9th Foot, now the Norfolk 
Regiment, though, curiously enough, the Army 
Lists do not seem to contain his commissions. 
He did not, however, make the most of his 
opportunities, for he got into trouble through 
drink and was court-martialled. The actual 
charge at the court-martial does not seem to 
have been presented, but its tenor is contained 
in a dispatch which the Marquis of Townshend, 
as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, wrote to the 
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Ear l of Rochford, Secretary for the South. The 
letters are preserved at the Record Office, and 
have not, I fancy, been published before. 
Wr i t ing from Dublin Castle, Aug. 15, 1772, 
Townshend says (Home Office Papers, Ireland, 
V . 442, No. 39, a) :— 

My Lord,—I enclose herewith to your lord-
ship the proceedings and sentences of a 
General Court Martial, lately held at Dublin 
Castle by my order for the trial of Lieutenant 
John James Gordon of the 9th Regiment of 
Foot, for having behaved in a manner un-
becoming an officer and a gentleman. 

The Court Martial assembled on the 15th 
day of J u n e last, and, after several adjourn-
ments, gave the following sentence against 
M r Gordon, viz.: 

They find that the prisoner, John. James 
Gordon, lieutenant in, the 9th Regiment of 
Foot, is guilty of having behaved in a 
measure unbecoming an officer and a 
gentleman, tho' not in, a scandalous or in-
famous manner : therefore, falls under the 
th i rd Article of the 20th Section of His 
Majesty 's Articles of War . The Court 
therefore adjudges that the prisoner, John 
James Gordon, of the 9th Regiment of 
Foot, be suspended from pay and duty for 
twelve months, and be reprimanded bv the 
commanding officer at the head of the 
regiment . 

As I could not, upon considering the cir-
cumstances, approve of this sentence, it ap-
pear ing to me that the punishment to which 
Lieut . Gordon was adjudged was not ade-
quate to the crime which was proved against 
him, and that the judgment of the Court 
ought t o have fallen under the 15th Section 
of His Majesty's Articles of War, under 
which they apparently tried him and not 
under the 20th Section upon which they gave 
the i r sentence; and being of opinion that 
any man, who could be guilty of such scan-
dalous behaviour should not have a commis-
sion in His Majesty's Army, I directed the 
Court Martial to reassemble and to revise 
their said sentence: which was accordingly 
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done on the 6th day of last month, when, 
having taken the same into consideration, 
they were of opinion :— 

That the Prisoner, Lieut . John James 
Gordon, in the 9th Regiment of Foot, is 
guilty of a breach of t he 23rd Article of 
the 15th Section of His Majesty 's Articles 
of War , by which art icle t he prisoner is 
discharged f rom His Majesty 's service. 
But in consideration of the Prisoner 's 
youth and some favourable circumstances 
which appeared to the Court dur ing the 
course of the proceedings, they recom-
mend him to mercy. 

This sentence I have confirmed, and Mr 
Gordon is now discharged f rom His 

Majesty's service accordingly. I would not, 
however, recommend a successor to this un-

fortunate young man unt i l the enclosed let ter 
which I have received in his behalf from 
Lord Ligonier, Colonel of the said 9th Regi-

ment, shall have been laid before His 
Majesty and His Majesty's pleasure signified 
to me thereupon. 

Lord Ligonier assures me that Lieutenant 
Gordon served four years in the West Indies 
without pay, and must be reduced to beggary 
if some favour be not shewn to him. I would 
not, however, presume to shew such a man 
any regimental favour, tho' under those cir-
cumstances, without His Majesty 's approba-
tion. If His Majesty shall be pleased to 

permit his lieutenancy and ensigncy to be 
sold, it may go in the Regiment. But, if the 
lieutenancy only, in that case I must inform 
your lordship that when the tenth companies 
were formed, there was a Lieut. Edward 
Ball taken from the half-pay and appointed 
as Lieut, in the 40th Regiment of Foot, in 
prejudice to a Lieut. John Adlam, who is 
now serving in the said 40th Regiment on 
ens igns pay, being one of the lieutenants 
who made his option to continue in the said 
regiment upon the reduction, and who, agree-
able t o His Majesty's orders, would have 
succeeded to the first lieutenancy in that 
Regiment if His Majesty 's orders had been 
signified to the Government of this kingdom 
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pr ior to the appointment of Lieut. Ball, who 
must therefore bo removed from the 40th to 
the 9th Regiment, in order to make room 
for Lieut . Ad lam; in which case there will 
only be an ensigncy vacant, which may be 
sold for £300, and that sum, if His Majesty 
pleases, may be given to Mr Gordon for his 
fu tu re support. I am with great respect, my 
lord, your lordship's most obedient and 
humble servant, 

TOWNSHEND. 
Lord Ligonier, the Colonel of the 9th, wrote 

as follows to Lord Townshend from Dublin, 
Ju ly 23, 1772: — 

My Lord,—I beg leave to trouble your 
Excellency in favour of Lieut. Gordon, now 
unfor tunately under sentence of a Court 
Martial , which, it is apprehended, will be 
fa ta l t o him unless your Excellency shou'd, 
in consideration of his family and his having 
served in the last war and purchased his 
commission, be disposed to show him a mark 
of favour by allowing him to sell out. He 
has no other hope of being saved from utter 
ruin bu t what ho expects from your lordship's 
compassion. If your Excellency thinks there 
is any room fo r mercy, I confess I wu'd wish 
i t wu'd be shewn to Mr Gordon. My lord, 
your lordship 's most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

LIGONIER. 

The Crown was not to be cajoled, for Lord 
Rochford wrote to Townshend from St James's 
on Sept. 18, 1772 (Home Office Papers, Ireland, 
V. 442, 69):— 

I have upon the whole of this matter to 
convey to you His Majesty's sentiments, that , 
wi thout dwelling on the contradiction which 
appears between the pleas of his youth and 
his having served in the last war, his having 
purchased his commission is no reason for his 
selling when found guilty of a [sic] criminal 
conduct : tha t drunken quarrels were so fre-
quent in Ireland that making an example of 
him is absolutely necessary. Your Excel-
lency will at the same t ime acquaint the 
Cour t Mar t i a l that His Majesty highly dis-
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approves of the definition that a man can 
act unbecoming an officer and a gentleman 
and not be guilty of scandalous behaviour. 
Af ter his unfor tunate experience in our army, 

young Gordon betook himself to France, like 
young Gordon of Wardhouse, who had also fallen 
into disgrace in Ireland ; and managed to enlist 
the sympathies of Baron Grant de Blairfindy, 

who was probably ancestor of the late Mr Grant 
Allen (Clodd's " Memoir" ) , and who was 
Colonel of the Royal Legion of France. 
Gordon had been commended to him by Garden 
of Troup. Wri t ing from Versailles, Feb. 16, 
1774, the Baron says (Fraser's " Chiefs of 
Gran t " ) : — 

I was particularly inclined to serve any of 
this young man's family on acoount of his 
family [for the Blairfindy Grants had been 
great Jacobites]. The protection you grant 
him will be certainly a new motive for me 
to redouble my attentions in favour of his 
advancement. . . H e enters this service as 
a captain, which he ought to look upon as 
an uncommon and par t icular favour. . . I 
will introduce him to t he Marshal Duc de 
Broglie and other of our general officers who 
honour me with their fr iendship. 

On March 12, 1774, Gordon met the Baron, 
who, writing to Sir J ames Grant on, March 31, 
says:— 

I introduced Mr Gordon to the Duke of 
Aiguillon, our Minister of War , under the 
title of knight baronet. A f t e r explaining t o 
him every circumstance concerning his father , 
it was thought proper he should bear that 
title in this army, and in consequence he was 
informed of every circumstance that regards 
presented to His Majesty, who likewise was 
himself and family. I dare say he is con-
tent with his reoeption in this country, as 
he commences in this service on a very 
favourable footing. The 18th [March], at 
night, I le f t Versailles, and conducted" him 
to Mete, where the Marquis de Conflans 
commands in chief. Introduced Mr Gordon 
to him, who received him in a very friendly 
manner. We remained there three days. 
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From, thence we went to Marsal,' where the 
Corps d e Conflans lies in garrison. There he 
was received and declared captain in p r e 
sence of the whole legion under arms, with 
the usual ceremony on such occasion. The 
whole corps of officers who are all of my 
acquaintance, received their new camerade 
with the greatest marks of cordiality and 
fr iendship ; and I hope he will be very happy 
among them, as theire is no corps in this 
a rmy better compos'd. The Marquis de 
Conflans decided tha t Sir John Gordon 
should serve in the cavalery, as the legions 
in th i s service are compos'd of horse and 
foot. F r o m Marsal we went- to Strasbourg, 
and from thence to this place [the Chateau 
d 'Ottemarsheim, en Haute Alsace], where I 
have purchased a very pretty country seat 

lately, which cost me about £1000. . . Sir 
John Gordon will do me the honour to stay 
here till the beginning of May; then he will 
go to his regiment. I will conduct him to 
Strasbourg, and introduce him to the 
Marechal de Contades, who commands theire 

in chief. 

But the old habit was strong on the young 
man, and Grant had to get rid of him. Writ-

ing to James Grant of Grant on Sept. 20,1781, 
the Baron, re fer r ing to Gordon's death, says: 

I am sorry for the death of Sir John 
Gordon. H e gave me much trouble and 
anxiety in this country. He was too much 
given to drinking, which made him quarrel-
some, etc., so that I really could not keep 
him in my service. I adviced him to return 
t o Scotland. I advanced him at different 
t imes to t he amount of 30 Louis d'or, which 
he promis 'd to return. I never heard from 
him since. H e was an excellent young man, 
when sober : extravagant to excess when 
drunk. H e was killed in the field of battle. 
If theire can be any consolation after the 
dea th of a fr iend, certainly it is that to have 
died in, the bed of honour. 

A f t e r leaving France, Gordon seems to have-
entered the H.E.I .C. I have not identified his 
regiment nor his service in I n d i a ; but the 
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story of his death at Bassein is told officially 
in the " L o n d o n Gazette." I t will give some 
idea of the slowness of newe when it is stated 
tha t the news of the death, which occurred on 
December 10, 1780, was not dispatched from 
Bombay till J a n u a r y 11, 1781, and was not re-
ceived at St James 's till May 18. The report 
in the " London G a z e t t e " (No. 12188, p. 2), 
runs : — 

I t having been resolved t o lay siege to 
Basan on the coast of Malabar, General 
Goddard with the forces under his command 
with grea t difficulty compleated the march 
from Surat, so as to arrive before the Place 
on the 13th of November [1780], where he was 

joined by reinforcement and stores from 
Sombay. T h e General, finding it very 

strong, and defended by the numerous gar-
rison, under the command of "Visagee Punt , 
determined to carry on his operations with 
regularity and precaution. On the 28th, in 
the morning, he had compleated a battery 
of six guns and six mortars, within 900 yards 
of the place, and under cover of the fire, 
carried in his approaches to the spot where 
he erected the grand battery of nine 24 prs., 
which was opened on the 9th of December 
in the morning within 500 yards of the wal l : 
besides which, a ba t te ry of 20 mortars of 
different sizes was opened upon one of the 
flanks of the parapet . These were served 
with such effect tha t on t h e 10th in the 
morning, a practicable breach being nearly 
compleated, a message was sent f rom the 
fort offering to sur render : and a f t e r some 
demur on the par t of the enemy, which 
obliged the general to renew the fire from 
t h e batteries, the place surrendered the next 
day a t discretion. The garrison marched 
out and laid down their a rms in f ront of the 
fort , being allowed to carry away only their 
own private effects. I t adds greatly to the 
satisfaction which this important acquisition 
gives, that the loss sustained is very small, 
one officer only, Lieutenant Sir John James 
Gordon, who having been wounded is since 
dead, and about twelve men killed and 
wounded, of whom four only were Euro-
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peans. A considerable quantity of ammuni-
tion was found in. the fort, 220 pieces of 
cannon, and 10 brass mortars, of which 19 
pieces of brass cannon, and several of a very 
large calibre, 128 pieces of the iron ordnance 
and all the mortars have been reported 
serviceable. 
Sir John James Gordon, who clearly used 

the " S i r " while the usurpers were alive, 
marr ied in India Hannah, daughter of T. 
Corner, London. On account of her husband's 
gallantry at Bassein, a subscription was raised 
for her (Fife papers, quoted in the Banffshire 
Journal). Gordon's will was dated August 27, 
1778. His widow died in Sloane Street, London, 
January 28, 1792 ("Scots Magazine"1- They 
had— 

1. Sir John Bury Gordon, 5th and last 
baronet . 

2. Jessie Hannah Gordon, who married, 
March 22, 1808, Richard Creed of Hans 
Place, London (" Gentleman's Magazine, 
Vol. 78, p. 270), and died before 1832. 
Creed died in 1867. 

SIR J O H N BURY GORDON, 5 T H AND LAST BART. 

Sir John Bury Gordon was a posthumous 
child, born in Banff on April 5, 1781, five 
months af ter his father 's death at Bassein. I t 
would seem as if his father had sent his wife 
home to his relatives in Banff when the cam-
paign against the Mahrattas became threaten-
ing. A t any rate, the child was born there, 
though Banff, so proud of her sons, has not 
laid claim to him. 

Of his early career we know nothing what-
ever, but he started well, probably through the 
influence of Lord Fi fe getting, at the age of 
14. and without purchase, an ensigncy in the 
Coldstream Guards, then as now a crack re-
giment. From this point onwards, his career 
lay wholly in soldiering. His commissions 
were : — 

Coldstream Guards.—Ensign, April 1, 1795 ; 
l ieutenant and captain, Sept. 20, 1799; retired 
from the servioe, Nov. 30, 1806. 

22nd Light Dragoons. — Cornet (without 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



86 

purchase) January 24, 1812; l ieutenant (by 
purchase), Nov. 5, 1812.; A.D.C. t o t he Com-
mander-in-Chief in Madras, 1814-. 

13th Light Dragoons. — Capta in (without 
purchase), J u n e 13, 1820 ; m a j o r (by purchase), 
July 18, 1834. 

H e took par t in the mismanaged Helder ex-
pedition to Holland under the Duke of York 
and Sir Ralph Abercromby in 1799, and must 
have enoountered the Gordon Highlanders and 
the Marquis of Hunt ly , a f t e rwards 5th Duke 
of Gordon, who fought there. H e landed at 
Helder, August 27, 1799, carrying the King's 
Colours, which h e also carried at the batt le of 
Krobendam on September 10. H e was also at 
the battles of Schagenburg on Sept. 19 and 
Bergen Oct. 2, 1799. Then he followed Aber-
cromby to Egypt, landing on March 8, 1801, in 
charge of a company. H e took pa r t in the 
skirmish of March 13; at t h e bat t le of Alex-
andria, March 20, and received a severe con-
tusion on the lef t shoulder f rom the bursting 
of a shell. He fought in t he ba t t le of August 
22, 1801, and received the Egypt medal 

H e spent t h e last 23 years of his life a t Madras, 
and during that period varied his services with 
the 13th Light Dragoons by taking post under 
the Nizam of Hyderabad, although curiously 
enough he never refers to this in the record of 
his military career which he drew up, in the 
neatest possible handwriting, for the W a r Office 
in 1828. His services with the Contingent have 
further been obscured by the fact tha t in the (MS.) 
account of this force which was our sole autho-
rity until Captain R. G. Burton wrote his book 
on it, he is called " Sir Barnet Gordon," the 
copyist apparently taking the word " b a r o n e t " 
as Sir John's Christian name. 

Sir John first appears with the Hyderabad 
Contingent in Feb. 1822, when For t Mohun 
was surrendered to a force of the Nizam's army 
under his command. In the same year he was 
appointed to the command of t he Ellichpur 
Horse (afterwards the 5th Nizam's Cavalry), 
and in 1826 he raised, a t Mominabad, the 4th 
Regiment of the Nizam's Cavalry, and he be-
came the first commander of the oorps. When 
the Indian Government took over the Nizam's 
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army, the regiment was called the " 4th 
Cavalry, Hyderabad Contingent," (1854), and 
in 1890 it was designated the ' ' 4 th Lancers, 
Hyderabad Contingent." In 1903 the regiment 
received its present designation, " 30th Lancers 
(Gordon's Horse)." 

I t was not till 1804, when his distant, cousin 
J o h n Gordon of Park died, that Sir John Bury 
Gordon took up the baronetcy, for the Co-
bairdy line not only had possession of the ances-
tral es tates but assumed the baronetcy. 

Sir J o h n Gordon was married on January 
8, 1798, at P o r t Patrick, to Pyne Crosbie, 
daughter of the Honourable and Rev. 
Maur ice Crosbie, Dean of Limerick (Walker s 
" H i b e r n i a n Magazine," February 1798, p. 
191), by his second wife, Pyne, daughter of 
Sir Henry Cavendish, 1st baronet of Doveridge. 
The Dean was a son of Sir Maurice Crosbie. 
of Ardfe r t , Kerry, who was created Baron 
Brandon in 1758, and whose eldest son William 
was raised in 1776 to the Earldom of Glendore 
(extinct 1815). The Dean by his first wife had 
a daughter Elizabeth, who married Edward 
Moore of Mooresfort, Tipperary. By his se-
cond wife he had one son, William, in whom 
the barony of Brandon became extinct in 1832, 
and th ree daughters, of whom Lady Gordon 
was one. Sir John 's marriage did not turn 
ou t happily, and he divorced her, July 23, 
1805, for " c r imina l conversation." They lived 
together till March 1804. In the King's Bench 
Division, H i l a r y term 1804, he. raised an ac-
t ion against her for criminal conversation with 
H e n r y Brand , and the divorce was granted 
Ju ly '23, 1805, with £3000 damages and costs 
by an " A c t to dissolve the marriage of Sir 
J o h n Gordon, bart . , and Pyne Crosbie, his now 
wife, and to enable him to marry again, and 
for o ther purposes therein mentioned (46 
Geo. I I I . , c. 75). Lady Gordon married Brand 
on Ju ly 24, 1806. Brand was the younger son 
of t he Hon . Gertrude Roper, Baroness Dacre 
in he r own right, who married Thomas Brand, 
and he sucoeeded his brother as 21st Lord 
Dacre , who distinguished himself in the Pen-
insular War . By him, who died in 1844, she 
had two sons, the second of whom was Mr 
H e n r y Brand, long Speaker of the House of 
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Commons, who was created Viscount H a m p d e n 
in 1884. Curiously enough, Lord Hampden's 
elder brother, the 22nd Lord Dacre, marr ied 
the granddaughter of a Gordon, namely, Lady 
Susan Compton, daughter of the lst Lord 
Chesham, by Lady Catherine Susan Gordon, 
daughter of the 9th Marquis of Hunt ly . 

Sir John Gordon marr ied , secondly, Sept. 
1815, a t St George's Church, Madras, Margaret 
Erskine Campbell, four th daughter of Richard 
Campbell of Craigie, Ayrshire, the Rev. Edward 
Vaughan, an Anglican clergyman officiating (Sir 
John's own statement to t he "War Office in 
1829), though the " Gentleman's Magaz ine" 
of Nov. 1813 (Vol. 83, pt . 2, p. 430), states that 
Gordon was " t h e one Scotch Roman Catholic 
baronet." Lady Gordon was living in Scot-
land in August 1830. She had no issue. Af te r 
Sir John's death she marr ied in 1836 Gerhardt 
Antoine von Barneval, and died in 1867. 

Sir John died a t Madras . Ju ly 23, 1835. A 
monument there calls him " Major , 13th Light 
Dragoons, commanded the Balarum Division of 
the Hyderabad Contingent." On his death the 
baronetcy became extinct. In the " T i m e s " 
(June 5, 1856, p. 1, column 2), an advertisement 
for heirs to his estate appeared. So li t t le did 
the advertiser (Mr Francis, 103, Tot tenham 
Court Road), know about him that Sir John 
is described as having " d i e d abroad between 
1820 and 1840." 

Mrs Gordon of Laggan, on whom Sir John 
called in August 1802, says tha t "without being 
strikingly handsome, he is one of the most 
finished youths I have ever seen—such an in-
genuous countenance with so much native 
modesty" ("Let ters from the Mounta ins") . 

THE LUDHIANA SIKHS. 

I t is noticeable that another famous Indian 
regiment, namely, the Ludhiana Sikhs, was 
raised (in 1846) by a Gordon who had the blood 
of the Park family in his veins. This was Patrick 
Gordon (1810-97), who had two brother in the 
Indian Army—viz., James Gordon Duff, 50th 
Bengal Native I n f a n t r y ; and General Will iam 
Gordon, 49th Bengal Native Infan t ry , who lives 
a t Croydon, and is known to all old Ind ian 
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of f i ce r s a s " G u n n y G o r d o n . " T h e connec t ion 
of t h e s e G o r d o n s w i t h t h e o ld P a r k f ami ly wi l l 
b e s e e n a t a g l a n c e by t h e fo l lowing t a b l e : — 

SIR J O H N GORDON, 1st Baronet of Park. 

Sir J a m e s Gordon Elizabeth Gordon=John Gordon of 
of Park . Drumwliindle. 

I I 
Sir William Gordon, William Gordon 

Jacobite . of Crabstone. 

Sir John James Jean Gordon = Alexander Gordon 
Gordon, killed at I of Cairnfield. 

Bassein. 

Sir John Bury Gordon. John Gordon 
(Raised " Gordon's of Cairnfield. 

Horse" . ) I 
Adam Gordon 

of Cairnfield. 
I 

Patrick Gordon. 
(Raised the Ludhiana Sikhs.) 

M r B u l l o c h r e c e i v e d the h e a r t y t h a n k s of t h e 
m e e t i n g f o r t h e p a p e r . 

T h i s w a s all t h e bus ines s . 
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