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last volume through the press. I t was difficult 
at this t ime to estimate Dr Cramond's position 
in historical and antiquarian research. I t was 
all the more difficult because there were few of 
them capable of appreciating it. His work 
was chiefly in quarrying into old documents 
and working out the raw material for the 
l i terary historian hereafter to put into more 
popular and charming style. In consequence, 
it was only the select few who could really 
es t imate fully his great worth in the field he 
devoted himself to. But they could all appre-
ciate in a manner the great work he had done, 
though they could not estimate it at its true 
value : and it was pleasing that during his life-
t ime his old Alma Mater of Aberdeen recog-
nised his great work and honoured herself by 
conferr ing upon him the highest honour she 
could confer upon her sons ; and when the late 
P r ime Minister added justly his name to the 
Civil Lis t on account of his many valuable con-
tr ibut ions to historical research he did an 
honour to t he Civil List as well as to Dr 
Cramond. In conclusion, the Chairman said 
he thought it would meet with the unanimous 
approval of the Club that they draw up a 
minute expressing their appreciation of Dr 
Cramond ' s worth, and that the Secretary, Mr 
Yeats, his old f r iend, be asked to draw it up. 

Mr R . Hardie seconded the proposal, sug-
gesting tha t the Chairman should be associ-
ated with the Secretary in the work, and that 
the minute might be on the lines of what Mr 
Gran t had so well expressed. 

This was agreed to, and the matter was left 
in t he hands of Mr Grant and Mr Yeats. 

T H E HISTORICAL MACBETH. 

The Chairman then read a paper on " T h e 
Historical Macbeth ," written by Mr R. Cairns, 
Engl ish master, Elgin Academy. I t was as 
follows : — 

The story of Macbeth has been told by a 
supreme genius, and the l ife of a man who 
would otherwise have been unknown, or known 
only to a few antiquarians, is now famous the 
world over. 
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We know that Shakespeare took his material 
f rom the Chronicle of Raphae l Holinshed, but 
tha t he did not use i t accurately. Shakespeare 
was a dramat is t looking for plots, and he con-
structed a play t o please a n audience. The 
murder perpe t ra ted by Macbeth took place in 
a smith's hut and a t the close of a lost bat t le ; 
but in an earlier pa r t of the Chronicle was 
described the murder of K i n g Dubh or Duff 
at Forres by his enter ta iner , Donewald, urged 
on by his wife. Shakespeare added th is inci-
dent to the general out l ine of the story of 
Macbeth's reign and produced the play we 
know. 

The historical documents of Scotch history 
in the eleventh century a r e few in number and 
of doubtful origin. The earliest records were 
largely destroyed by the ravages of Edward 
I., and the later destruction of the monasteries 
with their records. The first authori t ies for 
this early period are chroniclers like Wyntoun, 
and this evidence is to be corrected and in-
creased by references in t h e Irish chronicles, 
the Norse sagas, and Runic inscriptions. These 
supply information of contemporary events 
which servo to elucidate the general history of 
the country, and refer only indirectly to Mac-
beth himself. The first books referred to fo r 
this paper were Skene and Burton, and local 
historians like Young and others. More 
original authorities consulted were the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, the Orkneyinga Saga, 
Torfaeus, Annals of Loche Ce, Flores, Baede, 
and one or two others. A very careful study 
of the topography was made of Inchcolm, Fife , 
Glamis, Lumphanan, and our own county of 
Moray. Many legends have been collected, 
but not greatly used, as they are all evidently 
of modern growth. The most valuable contri-
bution on the subject made in the last few 
years was by M r s C. C. Stopes in a paper 
entit led " The Scottish and English . . . . 
Macbeth," read before the Royal Society of 
Literature in 1897. The material for this 
paper had been gathered before that date. 

Maobeth lived at a crisis in t he history of 
his count ry : he was the last king to uphold 
Celtic laws and constitution before the intro-
duction of mediaeval feudalism by his con-
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queror Malcolm Canmore. Scotland of the 
clay was divided into seven provinces, of which 
Albyn, stretching from the Firth of Forth to 
the Moray Firth, was the chief, governed by 
the King of Scots, who had his capital at 
Scone. The other provinces were governed by 
maermors, and held by loose feudal ties to the 
King of central Albyn. In the south were the 
Lothians or Laodamia, inhabited by Angles: 
and Cumbria or Strathclyde containing Gallo-
way or Gudgedia, inhabited largely by Britons. 
Along the west coast lay the Scots province of 
Argyle or Airergaidhel, and the Islands under 
Norse sway. To the north were Sutherland 
and Caithness, the latter along with the islands 
of Orkney and Shetland under Norwegian earls. 
The remaining province was that of Moray or 
Moravia, stretching from the Spey westward, 
crossed by Glenmore, and bounded on the 
south by the Grampians. 

The political and race conditions of the 
country were difficult and complex. By this 
t ime the Picts had' sunk into the mass of invad-
ing Scots from Ireland, and under Kenneth 
Macalpin the Scots had risen to supreme power. 
The King held the southern regions of Lothians 
and Cumbria as fiefs under the King of Eng-
land. The Western Isles with Caithness and 
the Northern Isles were held by Norwegian 
earls, and largely settled by Norse inhabitants. 
Moray lay between the central power of the 
king and the resisting powers of the north, and 
as circumstances varied might hold the balance 
or be invaded by tho contending forces. 

The Celtic law of succession to the throne 
did not follow primogeniture, but the successor 
chosen was the most powerful member of the 
royal family. This left, at least, two claimants 
for the throne on every royal decease, and led 
to many assassinations and much bloodshed. 
The kings follow in a double line to Kenneth 
II., and . the line of descent passes backward 
and forward, so that brother or nephew suc-
ceeded, and was followed by nephew or cousin. 
Sir W. Scott points out that in 200 years 
eighteen kings filled the Scottish throne, while 
only eight kings held tho English throne in 215 
years. Such was the effect of election from 
among the members of the royal family. 
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Kenneth I I I . , son of Duff, d ra f t ed a new law 
to ensure the throne passing to his descendants, 
and his son Malcolm IL endeavoured to carry 
this out. His mode was to remove by assassina-
tion all who stood in close relat ion to the 
throne. Kenneth III. lef t two sons, Malcolm 
II . and Bode. Bode had a son., Malcolm, and 
a daughter Gruoch. Bode seems to have been 
slain at the instigation of his b ro ther Malcolm, 
and Malcolm, the son, was assassinated by his. 
uncle. Gruoch, the fu ture lady Macbeth, was 
married to the Maermor of Moray, and had 
one son, Lulach. The husband of Gruoch, Gil-
comagin, was attacked by Malcolm's men, and 

the castle in, which he lived was burned down. 
He and many of his men perished in t he con-
flagration, but Gruoch and h e r infant son 
escaped. Malcolm II. , au thor of these deeds, 
had two daughters, Bethoo or Beatrice and 
Doada. The elder married Crinan, the lay 
abbot of Dunkeld', and had a son called Duncan. 
The younger was married as a second wife by 
Sigurd, Earl of Orkney, and had by him a son, 
Thorfin. The Orkneyinga Saga says :—" Sigurd 
.Hlodvenson, the earl, took to wife the daughter 
of Malcolm, the Scot-King, and the i r son was 
Earl Thorfin. Ear l Sigurd h a d three o the r 
sons: one was called Brusi, the second Summer-
led, the third Einar , wrymouth. (Earl Sigurd 
went to Ireland): he gave Thorfin over into 
the hands of the Scot-King, his mother ' s father, 
to foster." Thorfin was five years old a t t he 
death of his father, 1014-. A f t e r Sigurd 's death, 
when his earldom descended in tu rn t o his 
three sons, Einar , Sumarledi , and Brusi, Doada 
was married by Finlech, and bore him a son 
called Macbeth. This Finlech was thane o r 
rather maermor of Ross and the son of 
Ruadlior. This seems to bo the line of descent, 
and Macbeth, grandson of Malcolm II, marr ied 
Gruoch, the widow of Gilcomagin, and grand-
daughter of Kenneth III. There is some diffi-
culty in the dates, but under any circumstances 
it seems that Macbeth must have been younger 
than his wife Gruoch, six years younger than 
his half-brother Thorfin, and still younger t han 
his cousin Duncan. Here , however, the chief 
personages of the story are brought together, 
and so fa r accounted for. 
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Duncan, King of Scotia, ascended the throne 
in 1040, when t i e grandfather died, and he 
seems to have spent six years in establishing 
his power in the southern parts of his kingdom. 
" The Scot-King (Malcolm) breathed his last 
just when those brothers Brusi and Thorfin 
were set a t one again. Then Karl Houndson 
(Duncan) took the rule over Scotland. He 
thought he ought to rule over Caithness, too, 
like the former Scot-Kings." Thorfin was 20 
and Macbeth 14 years old. He then turned 
north to assert his authority over the parts 
held by the Norse, now under his cousin. 
Thorfin held the earldom of Caithness from his 
maternal grandfather , and held Orkney as the 
last son of Sigurd. The Orkneyinga Saga says 
—"Thor f in was with the Soot-King five winters 
old when his father Sigurd fell Then the 
Scot-King gave Thorfin. his daughter's eon, 
Caithness and Sutherland and the tit le of earl, 
and set up men to rule the land with him . . 
• • Ear l "Thorfin made himself a great chief . 

he was fourteen winters when he had 
war levies of his land and harried on the realms 
of the other chiefs." The contest between the 
King, as overlord, and the Earl, as liegeman, 
was common long af ter this date, so it is not 
surprising that war broke out between Duncan 
and so fierce a warrior as Thorfin. Malcolm 
II. is represented as having induced Finlech 
to march against the Norsemen of Caithness 
and then, not sending promised aid, to have 
brought about Finlech's death. Duncan 
followed the example so far as to send an army 
to attack Caithness. The O. Saga says: — 

King Karl would set up in Caithness that 
chief whose name was Muddan or Mimtain: 
he was his sister's son, and he gave him the 
tit le of ear l ." The battle which followed 
ended in a severe defeat for the Scots a rmy; 
and, a f t e r harrying Sutherland and Ross, the 
levies returned home, and Thorfin lay at 
Duncansby with five warships. " Muddan came 
to King Kar l in Berwick," and King Karl got 
very wroth. H e went on shipboard and took 
eleven warships and held north along Scotland. 
Muddan he sent back to Caithness with a great 
force, find the king then supposed "Thor f in 
would be in a cleft stick." Duncan with his 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



62 

eleven ships surprised Thorfin, and a fierce 
battle was fought a t Duncansby, when the 
Scots were defeated and fled. Thorfin chased 
them, and the King went south t o Broadfir th, 
went ashore and gathered forces. Muddan was 
defeated and s lam by Thorkell in a surprise 
attack, and then. Thorkell went south of Moray, 
where he met Thorfin, and the ea r l thanked 
him for his toil. 

Thorfin was now south of the Broadfirth, i.e., 
the Moray F i r th , and landed in Moray. King 
Duncan " fared into Scotland and gathered 
forces anew." The Orkneyinga Saga gives all 
the details from the Norse position. " He 
drew together a host all f rom the south of 
Scotland, both east and west and from the 
south all the way to Cantire. There also came 
to meet him f rom Ireland t h a t host which 
Muddan had sent for . " The place where the 
King and Thorfin met was at Turfness, south 
of Broadfirth, here taken as Burghad, t he most 
probable place in Moray. I n another place we 
hear the King's a rmy was lying in camp 

"near Forres," and, if so, certainly Burghead 
is the scene of Thorfin's landing and b a t t l e 

The Scots had a far greater host. Earl 
Thorfin was a t the head of his bat t le a r ray : 
he had a gilded helmet, on his head, and was 
girt with a sword." " T h e n Kar l let them 
bring forward his banner (reserves) to meet 
Thorfin: there was a hard fight, and the end 
of it was that (the King) laid himself out to 
fly, but some men say that he was fal len." 

There is here no mention of Macbeth, and 
it is somewhat uncertain where he was. The 
generally accepted story is that Macbeth had 
been appointed leader of the King's army since 
the death of Moddan. The armies met un-
doubtedly in Moray, the province of which 
Macbeth was ruler, but another t reatment of 
the very slight, information we have tries to 
show that Macbeth did not oppose his half-
brother, Thorfin, but was away" near Inverness 
in touch with his paternal earldom of Boss, 
and that he could only have arrived af ter the 
battle was over. However, on the night of 
this battle, Macbeth was with the defeated 
army. 

The scene of this battle must be the ridge 
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of land on which stands the village of Alves. 
The land next t o Burghead was low-lying and 
marshy. A shallow bay penetrated on the west 
as fa r as Roseisle. A ridge of land of slight 
elevation above the surrounding marsh formed 
a barr ier between Spynie loch on the east and 
the marsh land around Burghead bay on the 
west. This formed the means of communica-
t ion between the burg and the mainland. 
Somewhere near this the defeat took place, and 
t he defeated Scots would be followed to a 
greater or less distance. The King took shelter 
in a smith's hut, Bothgowanan, and Macbeth 
joined him. There was little cause of friend-
liness between the cousins, and the weak, 
wicked, defeated King was a t the mercy of a 
strong m a n with many reasons for seeking 
revenge. The Annals of Loche Ce has this 
short sentence: " Donnehad, son of Crinan, 
King of Alba, came by his death (1040)." So 
Macbeth slew Duncan and r e i g n e d in his stead ; 
and the body of the dead King was carried to 
Elgin for present burial, and later was ex-
humed and conveyed to Iona, where it received 
kingly burial among the dust of his predeces-
sors. I t is an interesting surmise that the 
Culdee church, where Duncan was first buried, 
existed on the site of the present ruined 
cathedral, and it is an interesting fact that he 
was the las t Scots King to be buried a t Iona. 
The position of Bothgowan has been the sub-
ject of much surmise. I t must have lain some-
where between Alves in the west and Pit-
gavenie on the east. 

Thorfin is said to have harried the country 
as fa r south as Fife , burning everything, kill-
ing all t he men, while the old men and 
children escaped to the woods. However we 
may take it that Macbeth and Thorfin in alliance 
marched south ; Malcolm and Donald Bain fled, 
and Macbeth was crowned King at Scone, 
1040. By this time he was twenty :five years 
old, a married man, a famous warrior, and a 
ruler of experience. The King is not quite so 
unknown a character as might be at first con-
ceived, fo r he is described in the Irish 
chronicles and always spoken well of, while 
Duncan is abused. St Berchan calls Duncan 
much diseased, and Macbeth the renowned 
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King, while in Norse writ ings Duncan is called 
Hundson (son of a dog). L a t e r in the Irish 
poem, history is pu t in the form of prophecy: 
Afterwards the ruddy king will possess 
The kingdom of high-hilled Alban, 
Af ter the slaughter of Gael, a f t e r the slaughter 

of Gall, 
The liberal king will possess For t reun . 
The strong one was fair , yellow-haired and tall, 
Very pleasant was the handsome youth t o me, 
Brimful of food was Alban east to west 
During the reign of the ruddy and brave King. 
seven and ten years 
Over Alban the sovereign r e igned : 

Then on the middle of Scone it vomited blood. 
The evening of a night in much contention, 

Afterwards the son of misfor tune will possess. 
And Andrew Wynton wr i t e s :— 

All his t ime was grea t plenty 
Abounding both on land and sea: 

He was in justice r ight lawful 
And to his lieges awful . 

Here we have described a characteristic fa i r 
Ce l t ; _ large, ruddy, full of s t rength and 

enthusiasm ; a manly man to draw and hold 
the sympathies of his followers. Macbeth's 
reign was successful: the land had peace, and 
he was favoured by tho weather, for t he r e were 
no dearths, but plentiful harvests filled the land 
with food The good King and his wife 
honoured the Church, giving rich gifts to 
monasteries at St Andrews and Lochleven, and 
even spread their benefactions to Rome 
-Possibly Macbeth may have visited the holy 
city as a pilgrim, for his char i t ies were so 
liberal in that city tha t a chronicler mentions 
them, but more probably his p i lgr image and 
charities were done by proxy while he remained 
to keep order and carry on a s table govern-
ment at home. His step-brother, Thorfin, went 
to Rome and gave gifts, but before he did that 
he divided his earldom and estates among his 
sons, and, Lear-like, lef t himself leisure to 
crawl t o his grave. 

The red-king reigned thus seventeen years 
when trouble overwhelmed him. The royal 
residence at Scone may not have been suffi-
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ciently strong, so Macbeth determined to con-
struct a fortress which would- resist any 
assault. As a site for this fortress he chose 
Dunsinane, one of the peaks in the Sidlaw 
range of hills. I t is a hill about 800 feet high, 
flat on the top and green to the summit-. Pro-
bably the hill may have been chosen because 
it dominated Strathmore, in which, at a dis-
tance of thirteen miles, lay Dunkeld. Here 
had lived, and near by had been slain in 1045, 

Crinan, lay abbot, father of Duncan, and with 
him a large army who had attempted to re-
venge the death of their sovereign. The 
Annals of Loche Ce give in this year A battle 

between the men of Alba among themselves, 
in which Crinan, Abbot of Dun Cuillena, was 
slain." The population of the district would 
certain retain their regard for the family of 
their late abbot, and probably require over-
awing. In this newly-built stronghold' Macbeth 
was beset by an army led by Siward Earl of 
Northumberland, a Norseman who by his sis-
ter 's marriage to Duncan was Malcolm's uncle 
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reports: - Siward 
went with a great army into Scotland, both 
with naval force and with land force, and 
fought against the Scots and put to flight the 
King Macbeth and slew all tha t was beet in 
the land, and led thence great booty such as 
no man had before obtained. But his son 
Osbern, and his sister's son Siward and some 
of his huscarls, and also the King's, were there 
slain on the dav of the seven sleepers. 
(July 27, 1054.) The main body of the army 
was formed of the Earl's huscarls and those of 
the King, with followers, English and Norse, 
together with adventurers of both races. Prof. 
Geo. Stephens in a paper on a runic memorial 
a t Hogby, East Gothland, Sweden, shows that 
at least one Norse adventurer took part in the 
battle called Dundee, showing that the attack 
apparently took place from the south of Dun-
sinan, and not from the north or Dunkeld side. 
This is made all tho more probable since Si-
ward had with him a naval force, which would 
sail up the F i r th of Tay. Tho attack may very 
readily have been concerted from both sides, 
for second in command1 was Malcolm, Prince 
of Cumberland, afterwards Canmore, son and 
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heir of Duncan, fu ture king and origin of a 
new line of kings: he would gather round him 
the followers of his grandfa ther Crinan and 
other dissatisfied natives, and under Macduff 
would come the men of F i fe . In this battle, 
whether its position was south or north of the 
Sidlaw Hills, Macbeth was defeated and fled. 
He is described as having made his way up 
Glen, Clova and crossed to Deeside, where he 
held out in the fastnesses of the north for some 
years. Tho shortest time fixed for this period 
of guerilla fighting is three years, and the 
longest is six. At last he is represented as 
taking shelter in a fortified place on a spot 
now known as the Peel Bog of Lumphanan. In 
some low-lying marshy land is a circular 
mound covered with trees planted to mark the 
spot and protect the rapidly-disappearing re-

mains. The mound is 46 yards in diameter, 
and 12 feet above the level of the bog, and is 
surrounded by a moat. This was filled from 
Lumphanan Burn, and the connection may 
still be traced. About a couple of hundred 
yards away is a standing stone said to mark 
the place where Macbeth fell, a hunted fugi-
tive, and he is said to have been dragged by 

his horse about two miles to a place now called 
Macbeth's Cairn. Here, then, according to 
tradition, Macbeth was slain. 

The Irish chroniclers recognise Lulach, his 
step-son, as his successor, hu t a t most the "son 
of misfortune " reigned only six months. I t is 
not necessary here to tell of his at tempt to 
reach the ancient fort on Tap o ' Noth, and his 
death with that of all his men. So ended the 

Royal family of Macbeth, and Scotland passed 
under the rule of Malcolm Canmore and en-
tered on feudalism and the Middle Ages. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr Cairns 
for his paper. 

A GIFT TO BANFF MUSEUM. 

The Chairman said they would recollect that 
shortly af ter the death two years ago of Mr 
Peter Burnett , cabinetmaker, Banff, at a meet-
ing of the Club a resolution was passed regret-
ting his death and appreciative of h is scientific 
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