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T H U R S D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 21, 1907. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A meeting of the Club was held in the Reading-
Room of the Town and County Club, Banff, 

this evening. Mr James Grant, LL.B., solici-
tor, presided over a fa i r attendance. 

Three new members were admitted—Mr J . 
M. Bulloch, M . A , London; Captain Barton, 
Ban f f ; and Mr Henry C. Hossack, solicitor, 
Banff. Mr William Williamson, Banff, was 
proposed as a new member. 

T H E LATE DR CRAMOND. 

The Chairman said they could not begin the 
business on the card without making reference 
to t he death of their old President, Dr 
Cramond. Dr Cramond had been three times 
President of the Club, and any one looking 
through its Transactions could see how very 
much they were enriched by the varied con-
tributions tha t had been made to them by Dr 
Oramond. H e was an original member of the 
Club when it was founded in 1880. He grew 
with the Club in the field of antiquarian and 
historical research, and it went without saying 
tha t their Transactions were rendered very 
valuable on account of the many able and 
original papers he had contributed to them. 
Proceeding, the Chairman said he had the 
curiosity t ha t afternoon to look through their 
pr inted Transactions from 1880, and found that 
Dr Cramond during tha t period had contributed 
an average of one paper a year. They in 
Banffshire and the North-East could recognise 
D r Cramond's great qualities. First of all 
working out in the field of ecclesiastical re-
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search, in ransacking the past records of the 
Presbyteries of Fordyce, of Stra thbogie , and of 
the neighbouring Presbyteries in Morayshire 
and Aberdeenshire, h e had th rown a flood of 
l ight on the workings of the ecclesiastical 
history of the Nor th from, t h e Reformation 
down. N o man, he ventured to say, knew the 
ecclesiastical evolution of the North-East of 
Scotland, through Presbyter ianism to Episco-
pacy and back again to Presbyter ianism, with-
out studying the works of Dr Cramond in that 
wide field. Nobody could know the social 
history of the North-East wi thout hav :ng 
studied the works and monographs of Dr 
Cramond. I t had interested him very much, 
the Chairman continued, to read the other day 
one of the best recent books on the social life 
of Scotland during t he eighteenth century by 
an eminent Glasgow minister, the la te Henry 
Grey Graham. The author had dipped deeply 
into the various works and monographs of Dr 
Cramond, and duly acknowledged his indebted-
ness to him on many of the pages of that 
charming work of his. Then, again, in the 
field: of burghal history, in working into the 

life and evolution of t he municipalit ies of 
Banffshire and the neighbouring counties, Dr 
Cramond did exceedingly fine work, namely, 
the work in two volumes, " T h e Annals of 
Banff"—a perfect mine of historical and anti-
quarian lo re ; and when one mentioned that 
Dr Cramond, with t rue antiquarian spirit , put 
himself to no end of t rouble t o ver i fy every 
fact, it was most surprising tha t one, who was 
carrying on from day t o day t h e rather 
drudgery work of an old parochial school-
master, should have been able t o do a t i the of 
what he really accomplished. Nor did he for-
get to work up the history of his old adopted 
burgh of Cullen. The people, too, of Macduff 
had the history and origin of their town 
brought before them in a lecture, t o which the 
Club owed a big accession of members from 
the other side of the water. Proceeding, the 
Chairman said that quite recently in the 
Spalding Club Dr Cramond had produced the 
first of two volumes that were to d o for Elgin 
what he had done so well for Banff, and: the 
pity of it was that ho was not able to see the 
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last volume through the press. I t was difficult 
at this t ime to estimate Dr Cramond's position 
in historical and antiquarian research. I t was 
all the more difficult because there were few of 
them capable of appreciating it. His work 
was chiefly in quarrying into old documents 
and working out the raw material for the 
l i terary historian hereafter to put into more 
popular and charming style. In consequence, 
it was only the select few who could really 
es t imate fully his great worth in the field he 
devoted himself to. But they could all appre-
ciate in a manner the great work he had done, 
though they could not estimate it at its true 
value : and it was pleasing that during his life-
t ime his old Alma Mater of Aberdeen recog-
nised his great work and honoured herself by 
conferr ing upon him the highest honour she 
could confer upon her sons ; and when the late 
P r ime Minister added justly his name to the 
Civil Lis t on account of his many valuable con-
tr ibut ions to historical research he did an 
honour to t he Civil List as well as to Dr 
Cramond. In conclusion, the Chairman said 
he thought it would meet with the unanimous 
approval of the Club that they draw up a 
minute expressing their appreciation of Dr 
Cramond ' s worth, and that the Secretary, Mr 
Yeats, his old f r iend, be asked to draw it up. 

Mr R . Hardie seconded the proposal, sug-
gesting tha t the Chairman should be associ-
ated with the Secretary in the work, and that 
the minute might be on the lines of what Mr 
Gran t had so well expressed. 

This was agreed to, and the matter was left 
in t he hands of Mr Grant and Mr Yeats. 

T H E HISTORICAL MACBETH. 

The Chairman then read a paper on " T h e 
Historical Macbeth ," written by Mr R. Cairns, 
Engl ish master, Elgin Academy. I t was as 
follows : — 

The story of Macbeth has been told by a 
supreme genius, and the l ife of a man who 
would otherwise have been unknown, or known 
only to a few antiquarians, is now famous the 
world over. 
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