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F R I D A Y , J U L Y 10, 1908. 

M E E T I N G A T BANFF. 

A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was 
held at Banff to-night, Mr James Grant, Banff, 
presiding over a good attendance. 

Mr Wm. Barclay, Banff, read the following 
paper on 

A N I N T E R E S T I N G C H U R C H IN FORGUE. 

There was celebrated the other day the jubilee of 
the opening of St Margaret's Church, Forgue. 
Many visitors were present on that occasion, and 
one at least of the number, struck by the many in-
timate associations of the church and its furnishings 
with the district around, resolved that when op-
portunity offered he should return and see the 
building under more leisurely conditions than were 
possible when a church service, a public luncheon, a 
sale of work, and a visit by the Bishop were all 
orowded into one brief day. Such an opportunity 
occurred last week, and the little trouble incident 
to the visit was felt to be well repaid in the sight of 
one of the prettiest of north country churches and 
the quite extraordinary manner in which it is linked 
with the families and the life of the district. To 
mention one matter : there is but one single window 
left of plain glass. With that exception the win-
dows are filled with stained glass, richly coloured 
and with allegorical Scripture scenes, each in 
memory of an individual or a family connected with 
the church or district. 

Externally, the most characteristic feature of the 
church is its beautiful tower and spire. I t rises to 
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the height of nearly a hundred and ten feet, and is 
an effective landmark far around. In the tower are 
two bells, one, a small one, formerly in use at 
Frendraught, the gift of the then Alexander 
Morison of Bognie. I t bears the date 1787. The 
other, a large one, was the gift of his grandson, and 
bears the inscription— 

Ex dono Alexandri Morison de Bognie. 
Ecclesiae Sanctae Margaretae MDCCCLXXII. 

A clock with two dials was set agoing for the first 
time on January 6, 1886. Below the north dial on 
the tower is this inscription "This clock the gift 
of John Morison of Bognie, 1885." Thus, before 
ever entering the building, there are seen and heard 
evidences of what families in the district have done in 
behalf of their loved church. Then in the porch the 
mind is directed to local history of the distant past. 
There is there a seat of native Forgue oak. On it are 
carved, on one line " Rest for the weary," and in 
another "From the old kirk of Forgue, 1636." 
About that time the church of Forgue was re-
built. Its pastor then was William Douglas, of 
whom Orem in his history says that " Mr William 
Douglas, minister of Forgue, is chosen by the 
Covenanters to be Professor of Divinity in the 
College, and was reckoned a great man amongst the 
Covenanters next to Henderson. He was appointed 
professor about 1644. At the Restoration he joined 
the Episcopal party, and kept his place." Kennedy 
says—" He was one of the ministers appointed to re-
prove Charles II., who, when in Aberdeen in the 
year 1650, had been observed using familiarities 
with the female friend who attended him. As 
spokesman of the committee, Mr Douglas, after 
rebuking His Majesty, concluded by exhorting him 
to be more careful in shutting his windows, a 
delicacy, says Hume, which was never forgotten by 
the King." With the church built at Forgue 
during his pastorate, the seat in the porch 
of St Margaret's is connected. When it 
was rebuilt in 1818, its roof of native Forgue 
oak and its furnishings were sold to the managers of 
the Episcopal Church, and were used by them in 
the erection of a parsonage for their minister. 
When the parsonage was rebuilt by Mr Morison of 
Bognie in 1867, the old oak planks again came to 
the hammer and were dispersed through 
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the parish. From one of them this seat 
was made, and we believe there are in 
homes in the distriot many such things as picture 
frames and small articles of furniture made from 
the wood that for nearly two hundred years was 
part of the parish ohurch of Forgue. The interior 
of the church is chaste and pretty. In the chancel 
there is an altar of oak, and encaustic tiles of very 
rioh design. These were procured by a legacy of 
£60 left on certain conditions for beautifying the 
chancel of the new ohurch of St Margaret's by the 
sister Katharine of the Sisterhood of Mercy, St 
Pancras, London. She was the eldest daughter of 
John Charles Ogilvie, M.D., physician in Aberdeen, 
representative of the ancient family of Ogilvie of 
Auchiries. The communion plate represents also 
he pious gifts of parishioners. A chalice and paten 

of solid silver bear this inscription— 

"Gifted by Alexander and Annabella Forbes of 
Boyndlie, to the Episcopal Church at Parkdargue, for 
the service of the altar, 1868," 
and on a handsome communion cup, also of solid 
silver, is this inscription— 

"Bequeathed by Miss Anne Bisset of Lessendrum, to 
the Episcopal congregation at Parkdargue, 1806." 
The beautiful ohuroh organ was the gift of Mrs 
Morison of Bognie, and the alms dish has this in-
scription :— 

"Presented to the Episcopal Church of Forgue by 
Alexander Scott, Esq." 
Dr Scott, a native of Huntly, was a medical officer 
in the East India Company's service, and married a 
daughter of John Forbes of Boyndlie. He founded 
two bursaries in the University of Aberdeen, and 
left the rest of his means, including the estate of 
Craibstone, for the purpose of building and en-
dowing an hospital in his native parish for the 
maintainence of old men and women of respectable 
character, natives of Huntly. Dr Scott died in 
1836, and the hospital, having been built by his 
widow, was opened in May 1856. A massive font 
of freestone and the riohly oarved oak pulpit were 
the gifts of Mr George Thomson of Boynsmill; the 
reading desk and other appurtenances at the altar 
were the gift of the Misses Crookshank, London, 
who gave also the vestry furnishings; the altar 
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service book was the gift of the late Miss Thain of 
Auchaber. The leotern, which is of carved oak, 
and bearing the figure of an eagle, was presented to 
the church by Miss Mary Cruickshank. I t bears 
this inscription on a brass plate— 

"To the glory of God, and in loving memory of James 
Cruickshank, late of Ardfour, who died 28th September 
1888, aged 88." 
A Persian rag in front of the chancel was the recent 
gift of Colonel and Mrs Smithson of Frendraught, 
and two handsome lamps were given " i n memory 
of Alexander Gammie, who fell asleep 14th May 
1898, aged 4 years." 

The beautiful windows of the church attract the 
admiration of all who see them. They are among 
the glories of the building, and one could spend 
hours in tracing their artistic beauties and in seeking 
to realise all that the painter meant to show. In 
the east window of the chancel there are three 
lancets. In the left and right are subjects illustra-
ting the life of St Margaret, Queen of Malcolm 
Canmore, to whose memory the church is dedicated. 
In both are depicted acts of charity by the Queen, 
illustrating such texts as " I was sick and ye came 
unto me, " I was a stranger and ye took me in." 

&c. Underneath the left lancet is the inscription:— 
"This church was rebuilt chiefly by Alexander 

Morison of Bognie during the incumbency of James 
Smith, M.A , Presb., 1867." 
and below the right hand window is the inscription: 

" In memory of Robert Stuart, who died 3rd Septem-
ber 1865, aged 74, and of Jean Glashan, his wife, who 
died 6th April 1861, aged 80, both of Little Forgue. An 
offering by their son, John Stuart." 
The family of Stuart was long connected with the 
congregation, having been members from 1716 to 
1855, but now no longer is the name or any of the 
race in Forgue. The donor of the window, John 
Stuart, LL.D., was born at Little Forgue in 1813. 
He was educated at Aberdeen University. He was 
a great student of history, especially of archaeology, 
and in 1853 he was appointed one of the official 
searchers in the Register House, Edinburgh, He 
was one of the originators of the old Spalding Club, 
and became secretary of the Scottish Society of 
Antiquaries. He edited a number of the Spalding 
Club publications, two of which deserve special 
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notice.— The Sculptured Stones of Scotland,' which 
yearly sells at an enhanoed price, and the Book of 
Deer, the preface of which, written by him, is most 
valuable. A handsome scroll, written by Pope Pio 
Nono acknowledging a copy sent him, expressed a 
hope that the editor's interest in the early church 
would lead him to become a member of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The University of Aberdeen con-
ferred on him the degree of LL.D., and he was a 
member of many learned Societies. He was a 
liberal contributor to the endowment fund of St 
Margaret's, so that in Forgue his name must always 
be held in veneration. Dr Stuart died at Amble-
side, July 16, 1879. In the middle lancet of this, 
the east window, are subjects representing the 
Agony in the Garden, and our Lord bearing the 
Cross, and below is the inscription— 

" A n offering by Alexander Forbes in memory of 
J o h n Forbes of Boyndlie, and Ka tha r ine Morison. his 
wife, long members of th is congregation. The former 
died 6th September 1824, the la t ter , 5th J a n u a r y 1832." 

Below this window of three lancets is a richly 
carved oak reredos, with this inscription— 

" T o t h e greater glory of God. and in loving memory 
of George Cruickshank. who fell asleep a t Parkdargue 
on P a l m Sunday morning 1896, aged 62. Jesu mercy. 
Erected by his sister ." 
Mr Cruickshank was a well-known figure in Forgue, 
His active personality and kindly manners are still 
held in memory. Two small side windows near the 
altar were presented to the church in recent years. 
Each is in three divisions. In the first division of one 
there is seen a prophet reading a scroll, and the 
scroll is— 

" I n every place incense shall be offered unto my 
name, and a pure offering." 
In the next is the fulfilment of the prophecy as it 
were—Christ making himself known to the two 
disciples at Emmaus in the breaking of bread, and 
in the third division is a scroll with these words— 

" Oh, sacred banque t wherein Christ is received, and 
a pledge of e ternal glory is given unto us. Allelulia." 
The companion window to the south has also three 
divisions. At the top is the prophet again, and the 
scroll here is— 

" Look ye bl ind t h a t ye may see." 
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i n the second division is our Lord's appearance to 
S t Thomas, in which H e points to His wounded 
sides, and there are on a scroll the words— 

" Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have 
believed." 
In the third division is the inscription— 

"To the glory of God. A thank-offering by Lillia 
Thain, 1901." 
Miss Thain of Auchaber was for long an esteemed 
parishioner of Forgue. The estate used to form 
part of the dominical lands of Frendraught. In 
1719 Theodore Morison of Bognie sold to Alexander 
Duff the lands of Auchaber. Later, they were 
acquired by James Wilson, and on the death of his 
descendant, Lilias Wilson of Auchaber in 1872, her 
sister Mrs Anne Davidson and her nephew Captain 

Alexander Shand Thain, succeeded to the estate. 
Going along the church by the south wall, the first 
window seen represents Faith and Hope — Faith 
with the Cross in her hand, Hope with the anchor, 
and on a brass plate below is this inscription— 

" As an offering to the gentle memory of their good 
father, the above window was erected by bis daughters 
Fanny Tidmarsh and Constance Victoire Morison. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 
At the foot of the window is the inscription— 

" To the glory of God, and in memory of John Morison 
of Bognie. Born July 6th, 1812; died November 9,1886." 
Mr John Morison of Bognie and Frendraught was 
second son of James Morison, of Strawberry Vale, 
Finchley (son of Alexander Morison, 4th laird of 
Bognie) by his wife Anne Victoire, Baroness de la 
Marre, of Remiremont, Lorraine. He succeeded to 
the estates of Bognie and Frendraught on the death, 
on 30th December 1879, of his brother, Alexander 
Morison, 8th laird of Bognie and 7th of Frendraught. 
He was educated a t the Grammar School, Aberdeen, 
and In 1840 married Mary Jane, daughter of Thomas 
Wetherell of Trinity College, Cambridge, and Grand 
Sable estate, in the Island of St "Vincent. The 
eldest son of the marriage is Colonel Morison, who, 
in virtue of the settlement of his father 's cousin, 
Alexander Morison of Bognie and Mountblairy, 
succeeded on the death of Mrs Morison of Mount-
blairy, on 27th July 1883, to the estate of Mount-
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blairy, Colonel Morison then uniting the ownership 
of the three properties of Bognie, Frendraught, and 
Mountblairy. The second window on the south 
side represents the Good Shepherd leading his 
flock by still waters, and the inscription below is— 

" To the glory of God, and in memory of Agnes, wife 
of James Cruickshank, surgeon, Wardend, Born Feb-
ruary 4,1797; died March 20, 1875." 
Mrs Cruickshank was eldest daughter of Mr George 
Cruickshank, Comisty, a family long resident and 
much esteemed in Forgue. James Cruickshank, 
her husband, was in early life a surgeon in the 
Royal Navy. On his leaving the service, he retired 
to Wardend, where for upwards of fifty years he 
practised his profession. He died June 5, 1877, 
aged 85. The third window in the south wall 
represents another aspect of the work of the Good 
Shepherd—rescuing the lost—Christ being seen 
carrying a lamb on His shoulder. The inscription 
is— 

" To the glory of God, and in loving memory of David 
Collie, who fell asleep on St Philip and St James Day, 
1890, at Drumblair Lodge, and of David Collie, M.D., 
his eldest son, drowned at sea, October 1888," 
This window was erected by Mr Collie's widow, 
Elizabeth Young Smith, who died January 11,1892, 
aged 64. The last window on the south side 
illustrates the Resurrection through the Incarnation 
of onr Saviour. On the bottom half a father and 
mother are bending by the side of a coffin, from 
which the spirit of the child ascends. The window 
is in two medallions. Below one is the text—" The 
Word was made Flesh and dwelt among us," and 
below the other—"This mortal must put on im-
mortality." On a brass plate is the inscription— 

" Ethel Forrester Temple, 1872." 
Miss Temple was daughter of the late Rev. Dr 
Temple, who was for many years rector of St 
Margaret's. Dr Temple, later, added another 
inscription on the wall below this beautiful 
window :— 

"An offering by the Venerable Maurice George 
Fenwick Bisset, M. A., of Lessendrum, some time Rector 
of Drumholm and Archdeacon of Raphoe. Born 
November 19, 1797. Died Augusts, 1879. Dulcis anima 
vivas in Deo." 
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Archdeacon Fenwick Bisset, for upwards of twenty 
years before his death, resided at Lessendrum, and 
took the liveliest interest in the prosperity of the 
district. He was an effective preacher, and his 
scholarship was of a high order. Possessing a 
strong liking for art, he drew with skill and 
taste, and many of his paintings were of great 
merit. He and his wife represented the 
eld family of Bisset which has been con-
nected with Lessendrnm for over five hundred 
years. The family came into Scotland under 
William the Lion, one branch settling in Berwick-
shire and one in Boss-shire, where John Bisset in 
1230 founded a priory of the order of Vallia 
Caulium, which, from the beauty of its situation, 
he called Beaulieu, now Beauly, and which gave its 
name to the river that flows past. The tower and 
fort of Lovat, founded the same year, near the 
eastern bank of the Beauly, was anciently the seat 
of the Bissets. The Ross-shire and Berwickshire 
families gradually died out, the latter having been 
outlawed in connection with the assassination of the 
Earl of Athole, and the family at Lessendrum has 
been looked upon for a long period of years as the 
chief of the race. The late Mr Jervise considered 
it probable that Walter Bisset, who swore fealty to 
King Edward in 1296 for lands in Aberdeenshire, 
had been in possession of Lessendrum. There is a t 
Lessendrum House a hand bell inscribed "George 
Bisset, 1604." In the churchyard of Drumblade, 
there is a monument to George Bisset of Lessen-
drum, who died 25th January 1623, aged 73 years. 
On a marble Blab in the church of Drumblade, 
there is an inscription to the memory of Maurice 
George Bisset of Lessendrum, who died at Lea-
sendrum on 16th December 1821, in his 64th 
year. That gentleman was succeeded by his 
brother, William Bisset, D.D., who was Bishop 
of Raphoe, and who died in September 1834. On 
the death of Biahop Bisset, Lessendrum devolved 
on his nephew, William Bisset, who married Lady 
Alicia Howard, daughter of the Earl of Wicklow. 
William Bisset died January 8, 1858, when, in 
default of male heirs, the estate devolved on Jane 
Harriet, daughter of Maurice George Bisset, men-
tioned above. Jane Harriet Biaset was the wife of 
Archdeacon Fenwick Bisset, who was her cousin, 
and to whom she was united in marriage in March 
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1824. The Archdeacon was the soil of William 
Fenwick of Lemmington House, Northumberland, 
and of Elizabeth Bisset, his wife. Mr Fenwick was 
in early life in t h e army, in the King's Dragoon 
Guards, bu t having subsequently taken holy orders, 
he was appointed rector of Drumholm and Arch-
deacon of Raphoe. On his marriage he assumed the 
name of Bisset, and f rom 1858 unti l 1879 he resided 
almost constantly a t Lessendrum. Mrs Fenwick 
Bisset died a t Lessendrum in 1866. 

W e come now to the west gable of the church, 
and here are two large and very effective lancets 
with trefoil above them. In one lancet 
is the figure of St Luke, life-size, with the tex t on a 
scroll " Be ye followers of them who through faith 
and patience inheri t the promises." In the other is 
the figure of St John, with the text " A s in Adam 
all die, so even in Christ shall all be made alive." 
In the trefoil is the figure of a dove descending 
f rom t h e olouds, emblematic of the Holy Spirit. 
Beneath the two lancets is the inscription— 

" I n memoriam Alexander Morison de Bognie et 
Mountblairy. Born January 20, 1802; died February 1, 
1874." 
Mr Alexander Morison was son of Mr John Morison 
of Auchintoul, for some time member of Parl iament 
for Banffshire. H e succeeded to the estates of 
Bognie, Frendraught , and Mountblairy, in 1837, on 
the death of his uncle Mr Theodore Morison, and 
af terwards resided a t Mountblairy House. He was 
trained to the law, and was a momber of the 
English bar where his high at ta inments and his 
abilities as an orator would have secured him an 
eminent position. On succeeding to his unole's 
estates, however, he abandoned the law, and after-
wards resided almost constantly on his estates. He 
contested the Elgin Burghs on the passing of the 
Reform Act, when his rivals were Mr Holt 
Mackenzie and Sir Andrew Leith Hay. For many 
years he took a leading par t in county business in 
Banffshire. H e was Vice-Lieutenant of the county, 
and invariably moved the nomination of the Liberal 
candidates a t the hustings a t elections in Banff-
shire. H e greatly improved his estates, and 

lent efficient support to everything calculated 
to advance the prosperity of the district. 
H e was a most generous supporter of the 
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Episcopal Church, but though holding to his own 
creed with great fidelity he gave liberally to 
the Establiahed Church, contributing greatly for 
instance to the ereotion of the new church at Ythan 
"Welld. He married in 1836 Jessie, daughter of 
Garden Duff of Hatton by his wife a sister of the 
7th Lord Duffus. Both Mr and Mrs Morison were 
generous givers to St Margaret's. Mrs Morison 
built and endowed the Forgue Cottage Hospital, the 
front of one of its wings bearing this inscrip-
t ion—"This hospital was erected, a t the desire of 
Alexander Morison of Bognie, by his sorrowing 
widow, 1874." On the lawn in front of the hospital 
is a monument of polished Aberdeen granite 
surmounted by a cross, and on it may be read this 
inscription "Erec ted by the tenantry on Bognie and 
Mountblairy in affectionate and respeotful 
remembrance of Alexander Morison of Bognie and 
Mountblairy, who was proprietor of these estates for 
thirty-nine years." The first window in the north 
wall of the church is the most recently inserted. I t 
represents the risen Christ, with the Easter saluta-
t ion—"Peace be unto you." The inscription on it 
ia— 

" To the glory of God, and in loving memory of the 
Rev. William Temple, M.A., D.D., F.S.A. Scot., for 84 
years the faithful pastor of this church Born March 2 
1827; died August 3, 1906." 
Of Dr Temple little need be said. His name is 
now, and will be for long, one of the most familiar 
in the parish, and all around are to be seen tokens 
of his care for the church and district which so 
absorbed his love. His name has long had a 
pleasant fragrance in the Howe of Forgue and 
farther afield. From 1866 to 1900 he was rector of 
St Margaret's, and the friend of every individual in 
the parish. His abiding interest in educational 
work is seem in the handsomely equipped church 
school, the erection of which was one of his last 
parochial works. He had a fund of local and 
family history, and his Thanage of Fermartyn will 
long be a standard work in that department of 
knowledge. The next window in the north wall 
illustrates the parable of the talents. Giving out 
the talents, Christ utters the words " Occupy till I 
come, and there is also represented the scene a t 
the reward when our Lord says—"Well done good 
and faithful servant." The inscription i s -
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" In memoriam, George Thomson of Boynsmill, obiit 
15th June 1867." 
Mr Thomson was of a family long resident in 
Forgue. In early life he went to England, where he 
was very successful in business and he was a magni-
ficent giver to St Margaret's. The window was placed 
in the church by his widow, Mrs Thomson of Elling-
ham House, Cheltenham. The next window in the 
north wall is by some considered to be the finest In 
the church. The tone of the colour scheme is quiet 
and chaste and the whole is an exquisite piece of 
work. I t represents St Margaret, the patron saint 
of the church, and the inscription on it is— 

"To the glory of God and in loving memory of John 
Stuart, LL.D.. a native of the parish of Forgue. Born 
November 10th, 1818; died July 19, 1876." 
We have already given some biographical notes of 
Dr Stuart, and here only add that the window to 
his memory was designed by Canon Woodward, 
LL.D., of St Mary's, Montrose, who married Dr 
Stuart 's daughter. The window was placed in the 
church by his two daughters—Mrs Woodward, 
Montrose, and Miss Stuart, Edinburgh. The next 
window in the north wall, a double lancet, repre-
sents our Lord's charge to St Peter, and Christ 
blessing little children, and bears this inscription— 

" An offering by members of this congregation and of 
Aberchirder and other friends in memory of the Very 
Rev. James Smith, M.A., sometime Dean of Moray, and 
for twenty-six years incumbent of Forgue and Aber-
chirder. Born March 26,1816 ; diedDecember 27, 1867." 
I t was during Mr Smith's incumbency that on 21st 
August 1856 the foundation stone of St Margaret's 
church was laid by Mrs Morison of Bognie, as may 
be gathered from a document in these terms which 
was placed within the foundation stone— 

" I n gloriam Dei et Memoriam Sanctce Margaretae 
Reginae,, primum posuit Iapidem Janetta, Uxor Alex 

andri Morison de Bognie, XXI. Die Augusti, Anno 
Domini MDCCCLVI, Gulielmo Episcopo, Aberdonense; 
Jacobo Smith, rectore ; Gulielmo Ramage, Architecto ; 
Johanne Thomson, murorum structore ; Gulielmo et 
Jacobo Cooper, Fabris Tignariis." 
Mr Smith was a native of Aberdeen, and succeeded 
in 1840 to the incumbenoy of St Margaret's on the 
resignation of Rev. Andrew Ritchie, who was pastor 
from January 1, 1793, to March 1, 1840. He was 
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incumbent also of Aberchirder, and waa appointed 
Dean of the Diocese of Moray in succession to the 
Very Rev. Willoughby Jermyn. He was a faithful 
pastor, serving his flock with a zeal rarely surpassed, 
and he was mainly instrumental in the erection of 
the new church. He resigned the incumbency of 
St Margaret's, Forgue, in 1866, and removed to S t 
Margaret's, Lochee, where he died on St Stephen's 
Day, 1867, from fever caught in the assiduous 
ministration to his flock. The last window in the 
north wall is now the only window in the church 
which is filled with plain glass. 

In the north wall, also, are four marble tablets to 
the memory of members of the family of Morison of 
Bognie. Two of them were removed from the 
mausoleum in the churchyard of Forgue in 1859, and 
ereoted in St Margaret's by desire of Mr Alex. 
Morison, being replaced in the mausoleum by fac-
similes in granite. Of these two, one is in memory 
of George Morison of Bognie, who died in 
1699, his only son Theodore Morison, who died 
in 1766, Theodore Morison's wife, Katherine 
Maitland, daughter of Sir Charles Maitland of 
Pitrichie, their son Alexander Morison, who died 
in 1801, and his wife, Katharine Duff, daughter of 
John Duff of Cowbin, who died in 1803. 

Enough has been said to show the great interest 
that appertains to the church of St Margaret's, 
Forgue. I t can be well understood how her very 
walls are dear to Rev. George Bartlet, the much 
esteemed rector, and to every one of his attached 
flock in the beautiful Howe of Forgue. 

On the motion of the Chairman, Mr Barclay 
was cordially thanked for his paper, and the 
meeting ended. 
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