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MONDAY, 7 th December 1908. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

The annual meeting of the Club was held 
this evening in the Reading-Room of the Town 
and County Club, Banff. In the absence of 
the President, Mr John Runcieman, Auchmill, 
Mr Grant, one of the Vice-Presidents, occupied 
the chair. 

N E W MEMBERS. 

The Rev. F. M'Cormick, Wellington, Salop; 
the Rev. Professor James Cooper, Glasgow-
University, and Mr Samuel Murphy, S.S.C., 
Edinburgh, were admitted members of the 
Club, and Dr Manson Fergusson, Banff, and 
Mr Alister Tayler, London, were nominated 
for election at next meeting. 

FINANCE. 

The Treasurer submitted the accounts of the 
Club for the past year. The year began with 
a balance in bank of £51 1s. 1d. Members' 
subscriptions from 51 gentlemen at 5s. and 
two ladies at 2s. 6d'. amounted to £13;. inte-
rest on deposit receipt £1 4s. 1d., making a 
total charge of £65 5s. 2d. The expenditure 
amounted to £8 7s. 2d., leaving a balance in 
bank of £56 18s. 

The report was approved. 
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WORK OF T H E YEAR. 

The Secretary submitted his annual report 
as follows:— 

Since last annual report was read on 27th 
September 1907 the Club has held only three 
ordinary meetings. These, however, were ex-
ceptionally well attended, and the papers and 
discussions were more than usually interesting. 
A t the annual meeting we had Mr Barclay's 
paper entitled " A Pilgrimage t o St Wallach," 
which gives a most graphic aocount of the 
valley of the Deveron between Hunt ly and 
Walla Kirk. Dr Milne's presidential address 
on "Preh is tor ic and primitive methods of 
making m e a l " was replete with information 
both curious and1 interesting, and was a most 
fitting commencement of our winter meetings. 

Our transactions fox the past year will be 
found fully u p to an average both in extent 
and interest. Mr Hossack's fu r ther Reminis-
cences not only contain, as one would expect, 
much that is amusing, but also much that is 
worth recording f rom a historical point of 
view. They remind us of changes so great 
that it is difficult t o believe tha t they have 
taken place within the recollection of a single 
individual, and will doubtless be still more 
interesting to the next generation than to the 
present. The reprint f rom a pamphlet en-
titled " T h e Navigation of King James V. 
round Scotland, &c.," if i t does not settle the 
point whether the Torrisness was the same as 
the Turfness mentioned in Mr Cairns's notes 
on Macbeth, gives much information as to 
what was known of the coast between the 
East Neuk of Fife and Cromarty. Then we 
have Mr Graham Callander's well-informed 
and exceedingly interesting paper on " The 
Ear ly I ron Age in Scotland," which gives an 
account of the relics of that a.ge still extant. 
W e read of people entertaining angels un-
awares, and no doubt many valuable relios of 
antiquity have been thoughtlessly destroyed, 
because the finders had no idea of their value, 
The publication of such a paper as Mr Callan-
der 's ought to go some way to remedy such 
a state of matters. Mr Barclay's notes on St 
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Margare t ' s , Forgue , are interesting in them-
selves a n d va luable for giving copies of the 
inscr ipt ions which preserve accurate records of 
facts a n d da tes . 

T h e E lg in Jo in t Mee t ing brought ou t two 
papers f r o m member s of o u r Club. M r Gran t ' s 
account of an a t t empted invasion of Scotland 
by the F r e n c h in 1708, o r exaotly two hund red 
years ago, recalls a chapter in our history t h a t 
had been p r e t t y much forgotten. Mr Gran t 
was f o r t u n a t e in get t ing access to a number 
of le t te rs addressed t o the Chancellor Ear l of 
Seafield a t t h e t ime, m a n y of which a re given 
in extenso. They are interest ing, as giving a 
g raph ic account of the consternation caused 
by the appearance of a hosti le fleet on the 
Scottish coast. They also th row valuable side-
lights on t h e political, social, a n d even family 
affairs of t h e t ime. Of M r Graham Callan-
de r ' s paper on " S a n d y areas in S c o t l a n d " 
we have only an abs t rac t . Bu t we expect it 
will be given in ful l in t h e Transactions of the 
Elg in J o i n t Meeting. 

The Elg in Jo in t Meet ing was a most success-
ful one. A respectable contingent f rom our 
Club a t t ended it, and, a s we have seen, took 
a f a i r sha re in t h e business meet ing and joined 
hear t i ly in the social functions t h a t followed, 
which are a lways a p leasant fea ture in the 
Elg in J o i n t Meetings. Next d a y we had a most 
en joyable excursion, mainly Geological and 
Archaeological, bu t so planned as to take in 
as much as possible of the beautiful scenery 
between Elgin and Forres . 

T h e F l o r a of Banffshire has not been lost 
sight of . Bu t i t is a big under taking and can-
not be accomplished in a day. W e have, as 
yet , been unable to secure the co-operation of 
local collectors in the very important parishes 
of Kirkmichael , Inveraven, and Mortlach, 
though we have been for tuna te enough to se-
cure the lists of botanists who have visited 
these interest ing regions. Still these leave the 
botany of t h e dis tr icts very incomplete. Such 
people are on the outlook for something rare, 
and hence the i r lists are valuable, as giving 
the Results of the i r rambles in the more in-
accessible par t s of the county. But we want 
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a record of every plant rare and abundant 
tha t occurs in every parish of the county, and 

collectors should not withhold their lists on 
the ground that they contain nothing very 
startling. 

The original members of the Club are gradru 
ally disappearing, and this year we have to 
regret the loss by death of Mr Francis George, 
solicitor, Banff, and of Mr Macdonald, Buckie, a 
local Secretary and former President of our 
Club. During the early years of the Club Mr 
Macdonald contributed to the Transactions a 
valuable series of papers on the " Place 
N a m e s " of the district. Six new members 
have joined dur ing the year. There have been 
some resignations, but perhaps the membership 
has increased ra ther than diminished. On the 
whole the past year may .be set down as a 
successful one. 

I have also to give a special report on the 
work that has been accomplished with a view 
to compiling a Flora of the District embraced 
by the Club. 

F rom t ime to t ime there have appeared in 
the Transactions of the Banffshire Field Club 
lists of plants found in various districts of the 
county. But it is only within quite recent 
years that any serious a t tempt has been made 
t o give complete lists of the plants found in 
any district. Wha t reports are found in the 
early Transactions are scrappy, and make no 
pretence to completeness or scientific classifica-
tion. Moreover, there is a suspicion that 
under the headings " The following plants 
were collected dur ing the t r ip , " and " T h e r e 
were also found," there may be not a few 
cases of mistaken identity. 

The Club is indebted to Mr Thomson, Kin-
drought, for the first really serious attempt 
to give a complete list of the flowering plants 
found in any district. This paper, " The Flora 
of the Boyne District ," and one which ap-
peared a few years after, " The F lo ra of the 
Banff District," aroused in the minds of the 
officials of the Club a determination to com-
plete the Botanical Survey of the County (or 
rather of the District between the rivers Spey 
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and Deveron) on the same lines as the papers 
just mentioned'. 

A venture of such magnitude, however, en-
tailed much labour, physical and mental, on 
the Secretary and Treasurer. But by dint of 
much perseverance a sufficient number of will-
ing workers throughout the county signified 
their willingness to lend a helping hand to 
warrant the officials already named in making 
as complete arrangements as possible for carry-
ing on the work. 

The two last summers have been rather 
peculiar. That of 1907 was abnormally wet 
and late, and many plants did not come to 
maturity. The past summer, on the other 
hand, has been dry and early, and the botanist 
has not unfrequently found on visiting the 
localities of certain plants that they had run 
to seed or altogether disappeared. The pro-
gress therefore has not been so great as one 
could have wished. But the lists for the 
parishes of Alvah, Banff. Gamrie, King-
Edward, Boyndie, Ordiquhill, Aberlour, and 
the Boyne district of Fordyce are fairly Com-
plete. Mr Craib is also in possession of some-
what incomplete lists of the Flora of Fordyce, 
Cullen, Rathven, Deskford, Grange, Keith, 

Rothiemay, and Marnoch, the result of a bot-
anical tour made by him in these parishes 
during the summer of 1907. 

A good many collectors are known to be at 
work throughout the county. Some of them 
are no doubt, keeping back their lists from a 
laudable desire to have them as complete as 
possible. But it would be well to forward 
them even though somewhat defective. The 
method of classification adopted is such as 
renders it possible to tabulate the lists to hand 
and to deal with any future additions or cor-
rections without much inconvenience. 

Mr Craib sent a list of corrections and addi-
tions to the list of the Flora of Banff and 
neighbourhood read by him at the Joint Meet-
ing of Societies at Banff on 6th July 1906, as 
foIlows: — 
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