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Redcastle to Inverness was wrecked on the way 

down. Tha t of course did not preolude the idea of 
the base being artificial. 

Mr Wallace said in connection with one of these 
artificial islands in the Beauly F i r th it was reported 
tha t urns and bones had been found. H e had men-
tioned t h a t in a paper on changes in the Moray 
Fi r th area, and Dr Anderson wrote him questioning 
the fact, dogmatically saying if there were urns, 
where were they ? H e found af terwards t ha t two of 
his own pupils who lived in Clachnaharry took a boat 
one day and went to this artificial island, and 
actually found bones. They took them home, and 
were start ing a museum in the attic, when their 
mother found them and flung them away, other-
wise he might have had the bones to produce. H e 
certainly thought this island was artificial, and he 
was perfectly convinced t h a t there was scarcely a 
loch in the Highlands wi thout such an island. He 
thought they were built for retreat , as Matheson 
of Lochalsh built one, and slept on it a t night, 
thinking it a l i t t le safer there. H e thought there 
were few lochs in the Highlands on which they 
would not find snch artificial s t ructures. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL M E T H O D . 
Mr Donald A. Mackenzie, Dingwall, read a paper 

on Archaeological Method, in which he pleaded for 
the introduction into the s tudy of archaeology of some 
elements of human interest, and not confine it to dry-
as-duBt details. He showed how knowledge of the 
sciences of mythology and folk-lore helped in some 

cases to elucidate details and how in some 
particulars conditions found in the Nor th of Scot-
land corresponded wi th those in other parts of 
Europe. The astronomioal test might also be 
profitably applied to archaeology for the ancient 
study of astronomy was world wide, and they found 
t ha t their ancestors knew something of the science, 
and had Gaelic names for the constellations. The 
author sought to identify the Edinburgh school of 
archaeology with a narrow and bloodless study of the 
subject, and hinted tha t there was room for improve-
ment in the Edinburgh Museum of Antiquities, 
where, he said, a large number of flint instruments 
were heaped together in confusion. Tha t institu-
tion he thought might learn something from the 
British Museum, where the flint instruments were 
all carefully named and catalogued, or even from a 
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private museum in Golspie, where it was more 
profitable to study than even in the museum at 
Edinburgh. 

Rev. Father Blundell thought the last hit was a 
little bit hard on the Edinburgh School. He 
himself was most grateful to them, because in 
researches he was to take up this summer they had 
placed a small fund at his disposal, and he thought 
they were very willing to give a grant in aid of 
research. As regards the museum he believed the 
difficulty was to be found in the enormous accumu-
lation its authorities had—that was what they were 
suffering from really. For instance, the Annals for 
the present year were taken up with between three 
and four hundred photographs of urns—not merely 
descriptions but photographs. 

THE PARALLEL ROADS OF GLEN-ROY. 
The parallel roads of Glen-Roy have been the 

subject of investigation by the Inverness Field Club 
on more than one occasion. Although in Lower 
Lochaber, they lie in the area of the club's enquiries, 
but they are far distant from the field of work of 
the Banffshire Field Club, which hitherto, there-
fore, has not given much attentien to them. The 
Roy is a small stream in Lochaber, having, 
a course of about fifteen miles, and falling into the 
Spean at Inverroy, opposite Ben Chlinaig, the 
eastern spur of Ben Nevis. The steep, narrow 
valley through which the Roy runs is remarkable 
for having its slopes indented with three shelves, 
which are everywhere perfectly horizontal and 
parallel to each other, in each case the line on the 
one side of the glen corresponding exaotly in eleva-
tion to that on the other. The granitic and meta-
morphic rocks, of which the mountains are com-
posed, are covered with a greater or less thickness 
of angular fragments and earth, and an examina-
tion of the shelves shows that they are worn out of 
this soft alluvial coating. They almost invariably 
form a gentle slope from the hillside, and are from 
3 to 30 feet wide. The highest, which is 1139 feet 
above the sea level, is easily followed from the 
water shed between the Roy and the Spey along 
both sides of the valley as far down as the point at 
which the valley narrows above Glen Glaster. 
The second shelf is 80 feet lower, runs par-
allel with the first all round the head of 
the valley, and is continued further down until 
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