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much good sense and affection as the people of the 
present day. Many of them would have in mind 
the personality of the Earl of Seafield and of 
his historic saying at the passing of the Act of 
Union—" There's an end to an auld sang." Some 
of them had seen his portrait at Cullen House, and 
a very striking portrait i t was. They all felt, he 
was sure, that Mr Grant's paper had been very 
interesting. 

THE CURACH. 
Mr Thomas Wallace. F.E.I .S. , Inverness, said he 

had intended saying something about the old wicker 
boat, the curach, but the only point he had wished 
to bring out was that that kind of boat was still in 
use. The last one that was used in that part of the 
country was on the Spey, and was now in Elgin 
Museum, but they would find them still on the 
Severn and on certain rivers of Ireland, where the 
fishermen, salmon fishers for instance, carried them 
on their back just as the old primitive inhabitants 
used to do—the seat across, the head through the 
seat, and the curach a t the back—so that curachs 
were not all so old as they thought they were. 
That was the only point he had wished to bring 
out. They had with them, however, a gentleman 
who might have something much more interesting— 

Rev. Father Blundell, Fort-Augustus—whose report 
on his researches on the island of Loch Ness they 
remembered with pleasure. Father Blundell was 
now vigorously prosecuting his investigations in 
other lochs, and with permission of the meeting he 
would ask Father Blundell to give them the result 
of his latest researches. 

ARTIFICIAL ISLANDS. 
Dom Odo Blundell, O.S.B., F.S.A.Scot., re-

ported in interesting terms on investigations on 
artificial islands on Loch Garry. These artificial 
Islands, it was explained later, were probably places 
where chieftains, who might be in exile or otherwise 
in difficulties, met their subordinates and discussed 
matters of clan interest. Father Blundell said 
he had seen one of these artificial islands on 
larger Loch Garry. On rowing across to 
It he found a large piece of natural rock, 
and all around the natural rock were heaps 
of stones. By the aid of a water tele-
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scope, by which one could see beyond the surface 
ripple, he could see beams quite as well as he had 
seen them in Loch Ness. I t was about 150 yards 
from the shore of Loch Garry, and the old cause-
way could be traced fairly well. The island was 
about 50 or 60 feet in diameter, and was fairly 
round. The stones below were not round but 
sharp stones, evidently wrought from the rubble on 
the hillsides, while the stones immediately on the 
shore were the ordinary round stones. On the 
island in larger Loch Garry he did not find any 
woodwork, but he did at a smaller island on lesser 
Loch Garry. When he went across to it he gave 
the telescope to the keeper in the boat, and he 
nearly upset it when he found that below he saw a 
log. Towards the centre of the island there were 
found six beams, about three feet apart, and he-
could trace them eight or nine feet outwards, where 
they were five feet apart. He found also several 
pieces running into the rubble building. That 
island was fairly small. They would 
scarcely think it was large enough to build 
a house on, but probably it could hold 
a fairly large cottage of say 30 by 25 feet, but not 
much more than that. So far as he knew there was 
no record of the island either in the larger or smaller 
loch, and showed one department of research in-
which much work remained to be done. Those on 
the Beauly Firth, for instance, should be recorded 
before they were lost sight of, for the mud was 
silting them up more and more. There was one at. 
the river mouth, one at the Redcastle, and at the third 
they found the wooden construction perfectly plain. 

The Chairman said Father Blundell's remarks 
opened up a new field of inquiry for the Club, and 
some of the younger members of the Society might 
assist a t such work. 

Mr Kenneth Macdonald, town clerk, said that in-
the instance cited at Redcastle the investigators 
would have to bear in mind that from the Redcastle 
quarries had come between 1718 and 1738 the stones-
for the building of Inverness harbour, and that the 
Town Council of the day made various experiments m-
making piers before they settled on the final pier 
they made, and possibly some of the stones seen 
referred to that period. He thought on one occasion 
also the lighter that used to carry the stones from. 
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Redcastle to Inverness was wrecked on the way 

down. Tha t of course did not preolude the idea of 
the base being artificial. 

Mr Wallace said in connection with one of these 
artificial islands in the Beauly F i r th it was reported 
tha t urns and bones had been found. H e had men-
tioned t h a t in a paper on changes in the Moray 
Fi r th area, and Dr Anderson wrote him questioning 
the fact, dogmatically saying if there were urns, 
where were they ? H e found af terwards t ha t two of 
his own pupils who lived in Clachnaharry took a boat 
one day and went to this artificial island, and 
actually found bones. They took them home, and 
were start ing a museum in the attic, when their 
mother found them and flung them away, other-
wise he might have had the bones to produce. H e 
certainly thought this island was artificial, and he 
was perfectly convinced t h a t there was scarcely a 
loch in the Highlands wi thout such an island. He 
thought they were built for retreat , as Matheson 
of Lochalsh built one, and slept on it a t night, 
thinking it a l i t t le safer there. H e thought there 
were few lochs in the Highlands on which they 
would not find snch artificial s t ructures. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL M E T H O D . 
Mr Donald A. Mackenzie, Dingwall, read a paper 

on Archaeological Method, in which he pleaded for 
the introduction into the s tudy of archaeology of some 
elements of human interest, and not confine it to dry-
as-duBt details. He showed how knowledge of the 
sciences of mythology and folk-lore helped in some 

cases to elucidate details and how in some 
particulars conditions found in the Nor th of Scot-
land corresponded wi th those in other parts of 
Europe. The astronomioal test might also be 
profitably applied to archaeology for the ancient 
study of astronomy was world wide, and they found 
t ha t their ancestors knew something of the science, 
and had Gaelic names for the constellations. The 
author sought to identify the Edinburgh school of 
archaeology with a narrow and bloodless study of the 
subject, and hinted tha t there was room for improve-
ment in the Edinburgh Museum of Antiquities, 
where, he said, a large number of flint instruments 
were heaped together in confusion. Tha t institu-
tion he thought might learn something from the 
British Museum, where the flint instruments were 
all carefully named and catalogued, or even from a 
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