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T U E S D A Y , D e c e m b e r 28, 1909. 

A N N U A L MEETING. 
The thir t ieth annual meeting of the Banff-
shire Field Club was held to-night in the 
reading-room of the Town and County Club, 
Banff. Notwithstanding the inclemency of the 
weather there was a good attendance of mem-
bers. The President. Mr John Graham Cal-
lander, F.S.A.Scot., occupied the chair. 

Messrs William Macintosh, St Leonards; 
Alexander Brodie, solicitor; James Ritchie, 
and Mrs Barton, all of Banff, and the Rev. 
Hamil ton D. T. Dunnett , Inveraven, and Mr 
George Duncan, advocate, Aberdeen, who had 
been nominated at last meeting, were form-
ally admit ted members of the Club. Mr Geo. 
Wilson, M.A., headmaster, Macduff, was nom 
inated for election at next meeting. 

ANNUAL REPORTS. 
T h e Treasurer submitted his report for the 

year to 27th December as follows: — 
Income. 

Balance in hand, 7th Decr. 1908.— 
Amount on Deposit Receipts with 

Bank, . . . . . £56 18 0 
Members' Subscriptions received dur-

ing year, viz. : — 
47 Gentlemen's Subscrip-

tions, 5s. each, . . £11 15 0 
1 Lady 's Subscription, . 0 2 6 

£11 17 6 
Interest on Funds in 

Bank . . . 0 18 10 
- 12 16 4 

£69 14 4 
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Expenditure. 

P a i d for pr int ing ' T r a n s a c t i o n s a n d 
adver t i s ing £ 3 13 6 

P a i d r e n t of R o o m f o r Meet ings , . 0 15 0 
P a i d Pos tages of S e c r e t a r y and T r e a -

s u r e r ( including issue of T r a n s a c -
t ions a n d S t a t i o n e r y p . Secretary) , . 1 4 3 

P a i d fo r Societ ies ' Y e a r Book, . . 0 6 0 

£ 5 18 9 
Ba l ance i n h a n d , 27th D e c e m b e r 1909.— 

A m o u n t on Depos i t Rece ip t s w i t h 
Bank, 63 15 7 

£ 6 9 14 4 
T h e Sec re t a ry ' s r e p o r t fol lowed, g iv ing a re-

sume of t h e w o r k of t h e Club fo r t h e y e a r . I t 
was as fo l lows : — 

" Since last annual meeting on 7th December 1908 
the club has held only three meetings. But the 
fewness of the meetings must not he held as a proof 
that the Club has been inactive. A more reliable 
criterion of the Club's activity is the extent of the 
transactions for the year. These, both in extent 
and importance, will compare favourably with those 
of most former years. First we 'have a short paper 
giving the Rental of the Park Estate, which Sir 
William Gordon, forfeited for the part he took in 
the Jacobite rising in 1745. This Rental is a very 
interesting document, giving the names of the ten-
ants of the various holdings and detailing their pay. 
m e t s both in money and kind. The names of a 
great many of the possessions remain unchanged 
to the present day. But the number of tenants in 

Culphin, BrackenihilJs, Rowater, Scatterty, &c., tells 
of much smaller holdings and of a more numerous 
population than a t the present time. For this 
interesting document we are indebted to Mr Gregor 
Rose, who kindly gave us permission to include it 
in our Transactions. 

" The next paper is from the pen of that inde-
fatigable antiquarian Mr Malcolm Bulloch, of Lon-
don, on the Gordons of Wardhouse and Beldorney. 
Mr Bulloch enters very fully into the history of 
these families with their branches and ramifications. 

" Then follows a paper by the President on The 
Stone and Bronze Ages in Scotland. In this paper 
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Mr Callander has not only given an astonishing 
array of facts, but. has given us a great deal of 
insight into the kind of reasoning employed by 
antiquaries in determining the age of antique ob-
jects, their uses, and the mode of life of the men 
who used them. 

" Mr Barclay's paper on Social Life in the Seven, 
teenth Century deals with things of a comparative 
yesterday. But it is well to put them on record. 
In these days of books, oral traditions are getting 
quite out of date, and descriptions of the men and 
manners of any period is sure to increase in inte-
rest and value as time rolls on. 

" This Club had no general excursion of its own. 
But a respectable oontingent attended the joint 
meetings at Inverness, and our Treasurer read a 
paper entitled ' The Education of a Scots Nobleman 
200 years ago,' which forms a very interesting ad-
dition to our Transactions, as does a graphic descrip-
tion of the Joint meetings and excursion from the 
pen of Mr Barclay. 

" During the past year the Club has to regret the 
death of Dr Ramsay and' Mr Hossack, two of its 
original members, who each in his own way did 
much to promote its interests. Dr Ramsay did us 
the important service of showing how our Transac. 
tions could be printed in a form within our means 
and at the same time sufficient to preserve a record 
of everything worth precerving. And it is not too 
much to say that, but for our printed Transactions, 
our Club would long ago have ceased to exist. Dr 
Ramsay also did yeoman service as President of the 

Club in 1883. In that year there was a joint meet-
ing of Literary and Scientific Societies at Banff, at 
which Dr Ramsay, as President of the local Club, 
occupied the chair, and discharged the duties in 
such a manner as to excite the admiration and gra-
titude of the Club. He also introduced the custom 
of having a special subject for the President's ad-
dress: a lead which all our succeeding Presidents 
have followed, much to the improvement of our 
annual meetings both in interest and utility. 

" Mr Hossack was also an original member of the 
Club, and, in his capacity of treasurer, rendered it 
very valuable services for many years. He took 
office on 29th April 1884. The finances of the Club 
must have at that time been in a rather depressed 

condition, for I find from his first annual report on 
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16th October 1884 there was only a balance of £3 
4s. l1d. to the good, whereas in his annual report 

when demitting office on 3rd November 1898 the 
balance in hand was £59 2s. 4d. So that during 
Mr Hossack's administration of the funds the balance 
in favour of the Club had increased by about £56. 
and tha t although some pret ty large grants had 
been made to the Banff Museum and smaller sums 
for other outside purposes. Since retiring from the 
treasurership, Mr Hossack has occupied the Presi-
dent's chair. And, in his retiring address entitled 
'The Reminiscences of a Sexagenarian ' and! a sub-

sequent paper entitled ' The Reminiscences of a Sep-
tuagenarian,' he tons put on record many things 
that are not only highly amusing but also throw 
no little light on the kind of men that inhabited 
Banff in the last century. 

" Eight new members have joined the Club during 
the year, an accession of strength tha t will pro-
bably do more than counterbalance any losses from 
resignation or otherwise 

" We have had no local excursion of the whole 
Club this year. The faxt is tha t during the thirty 

years of our existence we have exhausted most of 
the places suitable for a general excursion, and the 
time seems to have arrived when we might begin 
anew and revisit the scenes of former excursions. 
The botanical section of the Club has, however, been 
very active, and considerable progress has been 
made with the flora of the district. We are still, 
however, in want of local collectors for the parishes 
of Kirkmichael, Inveraven, and Mortlach in the 
southern and of Enzie and' Rathven in the western 
parts of the county. This is a matter that concerns 
the county and every parish in it. We would there, 
fore urgently request the co-operation of everyone 
who can assist. Some may be studying the plant 
life of their own districts. Let us have the benefit 
of their observations. Some may have come into 
possession of collections of plants or of lists made 
by others. The loan of such would be of great ad-
vantage. Let no one withhold his contribution on 
the ground that it is small or incomplete. Finality 
is not to be expected even in much smaller enter-
prises than ' this. But the aim of every well-wisher 
of the cause ought to be to do their utmost to make 
the Banffshire flora as complete as possible." 
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The reports were approved and ordered to 

be printed in full in the Transactions. 
The President then said—Before retiring 

from the Presidential chair I should like to 
make an appeal to the members to endeavour 
to further the interests of the Club, which has 
now had a life of nearly 30 years, a much 
longer existence than that of many kindred 
societies. After the first enthusiasm engen-
dered by the start of such a Society has worn 
off, the work often devolves on the shoulders 
of one or two of the most enthusiastic members 
and sometimes the burden becomes too much 
for them. Although the Banff Field Club is 
still strong and vigorous, I think we should 
do all in our power to try and enrol new 
members and secure as many papers as pos-
sible, so that the labours of our worthy Secre-
tary may be lightened. The Club does not 
confine itself to any one field of research, it 
opens its doors to all interested in the various 
branches of science, history, literature, and 
archaeology, and so ought to appeal to a numer-
ous constituency. I hope that our members 
will make an effort to increase our numbers 
and will also come forward with papers, which 
though deemed of little account by their 
authors, we shall be glad to publish in our 
Transactions. 

To-night I propose to give as my retiring 
Presidential address a paper which I have 
called 

E X P E R I E N C E S IN ASIA MINOR. 

THE AXYLON. 
Probably no part of the whole world can com-

pare with Asia Minor in its extraordinary his-
tory—a history of invasion, war, and blood-
shed, from the earliest historic times, from the 
Trojan war described by Homer, down to the 
present day, with its Armenian massacres no fur-
ther gone than the spring of this year. Under 
the Greeks and Romans it became one of the 
most prosperous parts of the ancient world, 
with a numerous and industrious population; 
at the present time under Turkish sway great 
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