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J U L Y 1 and 2, 1910. 

JOINT MEETING AT BANFF. 

A jo in t meeting of the Northern Association 
of Li terary and Scientific Societies was held 
a t Banff on Friday. There was a fair ly re-
presentat ive gathering of members of the 
Banffshire Field Club and of kindred bodies 
in the North engaged in a common, useful, 
and interesting work. 

VISIT TO THE MUSEUM. 
I n the af te rnoon the proceedings commenced 

with a visit to the fine collection in the Banff 
Museum, where the richness and variety of 
the specimens were inspected with much in-
terest . Especially was there admired the fine 
collection of Ferguson relics, while the ra re 
specimens of geology, armoury, &c., came in 
also for special at tention. . , , . ., . 

Thereaf ter a meeting was held in. the Aca-
demy Hall, a t which Mr John Yeats, M.A., 
President of the Banffshire Field Club, pre-
sided. 

MILITARY ROADS. 

An interesting paper was read by Mr Thos. 
Wallace, Inverness, on Military Roads in the 
Highlands. He traced the barracks roads of 
about 1724, and noted tha t there were no roads 
in the nor thern Highlands before General 
Wade's time, and he gave some indication or 
the impassable n a t u r e of the tracks then in 
use. He traced a t some length the making 
of the road f rom Edinburgh to Inverness, not-
ing t h a t the bridge a t Torbreck then erected 
was still standing. He also traced the making 
of the road f rom Per th to Fort-George, calling 
a t tent ion to the fact t ha t one of the mile-
stones then erected was to be found near 
Tomintoul on the road over the Lecht. On it 
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was the inscription tha t five companies of t h e 
33rd Regiment under the Hon. Lord Charles 
Hay made the road from there to Spey. An-
other stone remained a t the bridge over the 
Spey at Grantown with the date 1754. He 
noted tha t between 1748 and 1814 there was. 
spent on roads £366,498, besides £34,175 on 
Wade's roads, and Mr Wallace also noted the 
existence of the different barracks or for ts f o r 
the convenience of access to which the mili-
t a ry roads were made. Ruthven Castle in 
Badenoch was the first seat of the Comyns, 
and i t was often visited by Queen Mary. I t 
was burned in 1746, the year in which it was 
visited by Prince Charlie on his way to Cul-
loden. Ruthven was once a village, and was 
the birthplace of Ossian Macpherson. Inver-
lochy Fort was dismantled in 1864. Corgarff 
and Fort Augustus were also dealt with, and 
their associations with the Jacobite risings 
were traced. 

Numerous photographs and sketches of 
Wade's bridges, &c., bearing on the subject 
were handed round for inspection. 

GRAVEL ON MORAYSHIRE COAST. 
Mr Robert Cairns, Elgin, read a paper on 

the accumulations of gravel on the Moray-
shire coast. These accumulations, between-
Lossiemouth and Kingston, extended over six 
miles in length and from one-fourth to one-
th i rd of a mile broad. He discussed the ques-
tion when and how these deposits were laid 
down and how they originated. Recalling 
t h a t a t the mouths of the Deveron and the 

Findhorn there were still huge accumulations 
of gravel, he noted tha t the mouth of the 
Spey was a t one t ime three miles f rom its 
present position, but when it was cut it threat-
ened to sweep away Tugnet, and soon made 
a large outlet, and was still moving rapidly 
westward. On each side of the river Lossie 
where it r an through this mass of gravel, the 
ridges run nor th and south and follow the-
course of the river, so t h a t i t was evident 
t ha t the Lossie had always run in i ts present 
course. The gravel was not carried down by 
the Lossie, but must have come f rom the Spey. 
The action of the Spey a t the present t ime 
was sufficient to account for these accumula-
tions. This mass of shingle which runs from 
Kingston by the foot of the Bin, level and 
connected, only broken by the Lossie where 
i t cut through, was entirely the deposit of the 
river Spey for a very long period of time. All 
the indications pointed to a gradual sh i f t ing 
westwards of these accumulations of gravel. 
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