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THURSDAY, MAY 5, 1910. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 
This evening a meeting of the Banffshire 

Field Club was held In the reading-room of the 
Town and County Club, Banff. Mr John Yeats, 
M.A, president, was in the chair, and presided 
over.a fair attendance of members. 

There was admitted as a new member Mr G. 
Wilson, M.A., sohoolmaster, Macduff, and Mr 
Stephen Smith, L.D.S., Banff, was nominated for 
admission. 

Mr James Grant, LL.B., read a lengthy paper by 
Mr John Malcolm Bulloch, M.A., London, on "The 
Gordons of Cairnfield and Rosieburn." 

A paper, written by Mr A. Bell, forester, For-
glen, giving an account of an excursion made by the 
members of the Aberdeen branch of the Royal 
Scottish Arboricultural Society to the Forglen and 
Hatton estates, was read by Mr Grant as follows— 

VISIT TO FORGLEN AND HATTON. 
The members of the Aberdeen branch of the 

Royal Scottish Arboricultural Society had their 
annual excursion on Saturday, 12th September 1908. 
The estates chosen being Forglen and Hatton, 
permission having been kindly granted by Sir 
George Abercromby, Bart., and Mr Duff of Hatton. 
The party, numbering about twenty-five members, 
all keen arboriculturists, accommodated in two 
brakes, arrived at Forglen about 10 a. m , and were 
met by Mr Douglas Abercromby on behalf of Sir 
George. They at once proceeded to make an 
inspection of the meadow-head wood. This 
plantation was formerly all old fir trees, but was 
thinned very severely about fifty years ago, and 
was planted up with spruce, which is thriving well. 
Some of the party were of opinion that these 
spruces would find a ready market as wood pulp for 
paper-making, and expressed strong opinions 
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against the overthinning that had been in pract ice 
when the trees were young. The old Scotch firs 
scattered over the plantation were very much 
admired. 

The party having been got together and t he 
brakes oalled into use again, a visit was paid to t he 
estate sawmill and creosoting plant. The fine 
quality of the manufactured Scotch fir was muoh 
admired by some of the members, their opinion 
being that it was equal to foreign redwood. A 
creosoting boiler was erected a year ago at a cost of 
about £80 for the purpose of treating inferior wood 
with creosote oil to increase its lasting qualities. I t 
is expected that this process will double the life of 
the timber, or make a fir or spruce post last 
as long as a larch post. A long discussion ensued 
over this, when most of the members were of 
opinion that this process of creosoting would cer-
tainly double the life of timber treated. 

The members at this stage divided into two sec-
tions, the more enthusiastic foresters driving to 
Todlawhill plantations, where they were shown a 
part of the plantation that is being treated a f te r t he 
Continental system of forestry. The trees are now 
about sixteen years planted, and no thinning has 
been done, the stronger trees being allowed to kill 
the weak ones. "When the trees are about twenty-
five years of age, a slight thinning will be given, 
and all dead or suppressed trees taken out. The 
party were of opinion that this was the r ight way 
to grow timber, taking it from a commercial point 
of view, as, when the trees are ready to market , a 
much larger volume per acre will be produced by 
growing thick on the ground than if the trees were 
thinned now and allowed to grow bushy. 

On the way back to Forglen House the party ex-
amined a very large beech growing near Todlaw 
farm, the measurements being a t one foot f rom the 
ground 20 feet 6 inches, and a t five feet up 14 feet , 
with a clean bole of 24 feet. I t was pronounced a 
fine specimen. 

The rest of the party having In the meant ime 
been shown through the gardens, which were very 
much admired, a union was again made and a move 
made to inspect the grounds and Pineu um. Their 
attention was directed to a variegated ash tree with 
branches of the common ash mixed through the 
variegated branches. A discussion took place as to-
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-the cause of this. Some of the members thought 
tha t this tree was rapidly reverting back to the 
common ash, whioh it had been grafted on. No 
doubt it is a curiosity. 

Notice was taken of a large Abies Menzesii measur-
ing a t one foot from the ground 16 feet 9 inches in 
Circumference, and at five feet up 11 feet 6 inches, 
height 73 feet, and spread of branches 53 f ee t ; also 
a large Abies Grandis, which measured at one foot 
from the ground 13 feet, and at five feet up 10 feet 
6 inches, height 81 feet, and spread of branches 53 
feet. A number of other trees were measured here, 
and were found to be good specimens of the newer 
coniferae. 

The acacia trees growing on the lawn attracted 
attention, and some of the members remarked that 
they did not know of any trees of this variety 
growing so well so far north. This variety is quite 
hardy and flowers freely here, but has not been 
known to carry matured seed. 

Attention was direoted to a speciman of a fine 
old larch tree growing on the steep bank above the 
Deveron planted In 1750, just twelve years after 
the first larches were brought to Scotland in 1738. 
The first larch trees brought to this country were 
planted at Dunkeld in 1738, and were grown under 
glass at first. The Dunkeld larches are now blown 
down and the one here is believed to be amongst 
the oldest in the country. Its measurements are at 
one foot from the ground 16 feet, at five feet up 12 
feet, and it has a clean bole of 32 feet up to. the first 
branch. I ts full cubic contents are now 265 cubic 
feet. I t is not in a healthy condition but may last 
for many years. 

The lime tree row by the side of the Deveron was 
visited, and on the way some large beeches were 
taken notice of the measurements of two of these 
being a t one foot from the ground 20 feet, and at 
five feet up 17 feet 6 inches, and at one foot up 19 
feet, and at five feet up 18 feet. A Spanish chest-
nut of large dimensions attracted attention, the 
measurements being at one foot from the ground 18 
feet, and at five feet up 15 feet. 

The party at this stage were hospitably enter-
tained by Sir George Aberoromby before leaving 
for Hatton, the members oordially pledging the 
health of Sir George and Mr Douglas Abercromby. 
The brakes having again been got ready, and the 
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members seated, a pleasant drive brought them to 
Hatton Castle grounds. Unfor tunate ly t he t ime 
to be spent here was too short to see as much as 
some of the members would have liked. 

A spruce plantation was first visited, which is 
being grown very thick, and satisfaction was 
freely expressed at this system being adopted. 
Some very fine Scotch fir trees were seen here, and 
were admired for their straight, clean stems. A 
young plantation of spruce, all carefully t r immed 
up the stems, was very much admired. This piece 
of land was formerly a wet bog, but , by judicious 
draining, it was converted into a source of profit. 

Mr Duff of Hatton joined the par ty here, and, 
under his guidance, a move was made to see another 
spruce plantation, where some very fine spruces 
were seen of about fifty years old, and growing 
straight and clean to a great height. A young fir 
plantation was passed growing well. A visit was 
paid to the estate nursery, where many thousands 
of healthy young trees were seen. A collection of 
the newer coniferae near the house was admired. 

Mr and Mrs Duff hospitably enter tained the 
members to tea before leaving, and, on the call of 
Mr Gammell, of Drumtochty, vice-president of t h e 
Society, a hearty vote of thanks WAS accorded Mr 
and Mrs Duff for allowing the members to visit 
Hatton and for their kind hospitality. 

A smart drive brought the members to Turriff 
Station, when a pleasant day, both instructive and 
interesting, was brought to a close. 

T H E GORDONS OF C A I R N F I E L D A N D 
R O S I E B U R N . 

Mr James Grant, LL.B., r ead a pape r b y M r 
John Malcolm Bulloch, M.A., London, on " T h e 
Gordons of Cairnfield and R o s i e b u r n " as fol-
lows:— 

The lands of Cairnfield h a v e been in t h e 
hands of the Gordon family for a t least 330 
y e a r s : bu t during tha t period t h r e e d i f f e r e n t 
families of the name have been in possession. 

On the present occasion I shall descr ibe o n l y 
t he third group, prefacing' an account of i t b y 
a. brief table which explains t h e exact posi-
tion of their predecessors:— 
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